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Swing thought ~ grip

 Tempo ~ turn it over

Golf Essentials
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God Bless America
God Bless the U.S. Navy SEALs

Honor   Integrity   Teamwork   Discipline

No SEAL has ever been captured

No SEAL has ever surrendered

No SEAL has ever been left behind

Kerry Whitaker-Townsend  
a proud supporter of the Navy SEALs 

U.S. Navy SEALS
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HISTORY
by rebecca morrison

What originally started out as a one-day NFL 
Alumni tournament at Corral De Tierra Country 
Club in Monterey County, the Legends Invitational 
grew to become one of the most prestigious, 
exclusive three-day sports legends golf events in  
the United States.  

The brain child of Fred “Curly” Morrison, who 
organized the Alumni event along with Bob Svihus, 
Wayne Hawkins, Jack Kirby, John Guzik, Claude 
Crabb and Jim Tunney, knew the tournament 
would have a greater reach if it was extended to 
three days and included corporate America.

Running his idea past his wife Sophie, an 
accomplished golfer and former Woman’s Club 
Champion at Los Angeles’ Wilshire County Club, 
she thought the idea would work. The next step was 
finding a venue and with his longtime friend Paul 
Spengler being the Vice President of Golf at Pebble 
Beach Company, Curly knew exactly where to go.

Paul thought the idea was fantastic. He immediately 
ran it by Pebble Beach Company. Having just 
completed The Inn at Spanish Bay, Pebble Beach 
Company saw it as a great opportunity to market 
their new resort. They immediately gave Curly a 
green light. 
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1. From left to right, Top Row: 
Pro Football Hall of Fame Celebrity Captains, Ray 
Nitstche, Joe Perry, Hugh McElhenny, George Blanda;  
Sitting: Tom Fears, Paul Warfield, Marion Montley

2. 2008 Pedestal Award Honoree,  
Hall of Fame Captain Anthony Munoz & Curly Morrison

3. Curly & Sophie Morrison 1996

4. Sophie giving award

5. Hall of Fame Captain Marshall Faulk 
& Philadelphia Eagle Anthony Toney

6. 2010 Pedestal Award Honoree,  
Hall of Fame Captain Jerry Rice

7. Hall of Fame Captains Jerry Lucas and 
Paul Krause with Steve Perry, President 
of the Pro Football Hall of Fame



The only snag in the package was the availability of 
golf courses. Pebble Beach and Spanish Bay could be a 
part of the deal, but Curly would have to find the third 
course. Quick on his feet as in his fullback days, he 
contacted the NCGA to lock down Poppy Hills. They 
readily agreed, keeping the three days of play for the 
tournament within the forest and Seventeen Mile Drive.
 
Ecstatic, Curly returned to Sophie proclaiming his 
success and the springboard of the proposed annual 
event. As with all levelheaded wives, Sophie’s 
encouragement shifted to reality upon questioning, 

“Who would take care of the details?” 

Any sports legends’ wife will tell you, the guys love to 
gather to reenact the “good ‘ole days”, but when it comes 
to the specifics it’s the women that step up to the plate. 

Aware of Sophie’s incessant 
necessity for details, Curly 
only had one answer, “Well, 
you are kid!” 

Pairing up to utilize their 
individual talents, the two 
embarked upon a nineteen-
year journey, establishing 
themselves as the founders 
of the tournament. Sophie’s 
only request, along with the 
guys gathering to have some 
fun, was for the wives or 
companions of the players to be  
included, making it more sociable and classy  
than a typical “guys’’ shotgun event.

Now that the venue was in place with a “Crosby 
Clambake” theme, two best-ball format teaming 
celebrity sports captains, corporate foursomes and 
American Airlines on board as sponsor to fly in the 
celebrities; all that was needed was a name. As the story 
goes, that part was easy. Due to most of the NFL players 
believing they were “legends” in their own time, but 
more importantly in their own mind, naming it the “ 
NFL Legends Invitational” was a natural pick.
 
In truth, little did they know how appropriate the 
name would come to represent the essence of the event. 
Calling upon his NFL buddies, Curly quickly collected 
a roster of NFL Greats — Otto Graham, Johnny Unitas, 
George Blanda, Joe Kapp, Marion Montley, Ray Nitchke, 
Tom Fears, and Hugh McElheney, to name a few. 

These were some of the names that built the foundation 
of what current day football would grow to be. Those 
who played for the love of the game, took trains to games, 
and worked off-season jobs to support their families so 
they could continue to play. It was upon these former 
players’ shoulders that football grew to be America’s 
favorite sport.

In honoring these players’ contributions, Sophie and 
Curly created an award for what they did both on and off 
the field, by excelling in the sport and aiding their fellow 
man. They named it the Pedestal Award because when 
crediting someone with accolades you place them above 
the norm on a platform.

It was with this spirit, the love of sport, the love of being 
with good friends, and the love of having a good time that 
the first annual NFL Legends Invitational was launched 

in 1990. The concept was 
an immediate hit with word 
of the tournament quickly 
spreading throughout the 
corporate world as a place 
to build client relationships 
or gift employees with 
incentives. 

After the first few years 
Pebble Beach Company 
recognized the winner they 
had in hosting the event. 
They offered the Del Monte 

course to keep the tournament on the Pebble Beach 
courses for all three days. That course was eventually 
replaced by Spyglass Hill in the late nineties and other 
than the AT&T the NFL Legends Invitational became 
the resorts’ most prestigious event.

Along with success came the desire to share good fortune. 
Taking part of the profits, the tournament gave money to 
the Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital and The Children’s 
Miracle Network during its first few years. Then donated 
for 15 years to the Boys and Girls Club of Monterey Country, 
including a college scholarship fund for one of its students.

1995 marked the year of the first “Legends Invitational 
Playbook” – a small informational booklet of the 
tournament, including the teams, tournament format, 
award winners, captains and pairings. It was more of a 
memento for their guests. It was called the playbook after 
the playbook the pro football teams developed and used 
to prepare for the football season.

Celebrity Captains Signature footballs
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In 2008 the Pro Football Hall of Fame attended the  
tournament with the idea of becoming a sponsor. 
Simultaneously, Sophie and Curly entered into conversations 
with John Lee, one of their longtime returning guests of the 
tournament, about purchasing the event.

The next year, 2009, marked John Lee as the new owner 
with Rebecca Morrison taking over as Tournament 
Director. The name was changed to “Legends Invitational” 
due to other sports greats coming on board as celebrity 
captains. PVH Corp. and the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
were added along with American Airlines, the original 
sponsor of the tournament, as corporate sponsors. 

John created the Sophie and Curly Morrison Legends 
Award, honoring them as its first recipient for their 
enduring graciousness and commitment to the community. 
Pebble Beach Company showcases the award in the trophy 
case at The Inn at Spanish Bay. 

1. 2008 Pedestal Award Honoree, Hall of Fame Celebrity Captain Anthony Munoz     2. 2001 & 2002 Pedestal Award Honorees, Hall of Fame Captains Jerry Kramer & Don Shula with John Lee      
3. 2004 Pedestal Award Honoree, Hall of Fame Captain Bobby Mitchell & wife, Gwen     4. Wells Team Winners     5. Rich Saul & wife, Eileen
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1. Oakland Raider Marv Hubbard & San Francisco 49er Ted Kwalick     2.  Hall of Fame Celebrity Captains Dave Wilcox & 1996 Pedestal Award Honoree Merlin Olsen     

3. Sophie, Linda Tunney & Betty Blanda     4. Curly & LA Rams Claude Crabb     5. Tournament Guest     6. NY Giants Brian Kelley, Sophie & guests line dancing
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1. Leo Wells Team with 2004 Pedestal Award Honoree & Hall of Fame Celebrity Captain Bobby Mitchell     2. 2011 Pedestal Award Honoree & Hall of Fame Captain Ted Hendricks     

3. Curly rockin’ out    4. 2003 Pedestal Award Honoree & Hall of Fame Captain Nick Buoniconti with wife, Lynn    5. Oakland Raider Art Thoms    6. Sophie & volunteers    

7. Tournament guests’ wives at banquet
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1.“The Tokens” & tournament guests    2.  2003  Pedestal Award Honoree Eddie LeBaron & Jim Tunney     3. Mr & Mrs Bullock with Hall of Fame Celebrity Captain Jan Stenerud and wife, Patty      
4. Curly & 2002 Pedestal Award Honoree Jerry Kramer    5. John & Mary Lee     6. Sophie and Curly at Spanish Bay     7. Dave Morrison with 2001 Pedestal Award Honoree Don Shula & Ian Morriso    8. Leo Wells & team member      

9. Curly with Philadelphia Eagles Anthony Toney & Ron Johnson     10. LA Rams Claude Crabb



1 2

3 4

5 6

1. Oakland Raider Marv Hubbard    2. Mike Kelly, Hall of Fame Celebrity Captain Paul Krause & team members      
3. Hall of Fame Captain Jack Youngblood, Greg London & 2009 Pedestal Award Honoree, Hall of Fame Captain Lynn Swann     4. Richard Deck & Allen Sirkin     

5. NY Giant Brian Kelley with Hall of Fame Captain Jim Taylor and wife, Helen Taylor    6. Phil Moreau, Rear Admiral David Bill & John Lee
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1.“PVH Corp. CEO, Manny Chirico    2. Legends guests at Friday Night Opening Event     3. Hall of Fame Celebrity Captains Tom Mack & Dave Wilcox with wife, Merle Wilcox
     4. 2003 Pedestal Award Winner & Hall of Fame Captain Nick Buoniconti with wife, Lynn    5. The Wives of Legends participants     6. Founder Sophie Morrison & Mary Lee with Legends guests



The greatest testament of any golf tournament is in the longevity of the event. Many 

tournaments are created, but it is a rare few that make it to their 25th year. That feat 

in of itself is a tribute to the success and evolution of the Legends Invitational in 

being the longest running privately owned tournament at the Pebble Beach Resorts.

     Fashioned in the vein of the Crosby Clambake, where camaraderie, good-old-

fashion fun and memories reined, the Legends Invitational has even outlived its 

likened predecessor, “The Crosby”. 

     Having all the basics of a successful event—NFL and Sports Greats Celebrity 

Captains; three of the most prestigious golf courses in the world; Pebble Beach, 

Spyglass Hill, and Spanish Bay, as well as being known as the best corporate 

client-building event in the country—a challenge arose on how to enhance it in 

2009 when John Lee purchased the tournament.

     As the new CEO and owner, it was the dawning of a new Legends Invitational 

era with John’s vision to grow the well-known successful tournament into the most 

exclusive and fi nest invitation-only golf event in the country. Hiring Rebecca Morrison 

as the Tournament Director and rebranding the tournament’s image, John took to task 

the realization of his vision.

     Together, John and Rebecca created a marketing strategy using both traditional and 

an e-commerce technique to expand the tournament’s cliental. By the time they 

were fi nished with a new logo, sponsorship brochures and a 

marketing campaign, The Pro Football Hall of Fame requested 

to be an offi cial sponsor of the Legends Invitational. At the same 

time, PVH Corp under the direction of then President, Allen 

Sirkin, Corporate Offi cer, Ken Duane and Senior Executive 

Mike Kelly, also joined on as the Title Sponsor of the event.

     These new sponsor additions contributed their resources 

and collaboration to aid in enhancing the event. The 

26 Years and Still Going Strong!
Written by Rebecca Morrison

©Joann Dost
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addition of PVH brought forth a world-renown clothing line and gifts for the Legend’s

guests. Whereas, The Pro Football Hall of Fame opened doors adding Hall of Famers 

to expand the Legends’ pre-established roster of Hall of Fame players as Celebrity 

Captains. Including, Lynn Swann—the legendary Pittsburgh Steeler—as the 2009 

Legends Invitational Pedestal Award Honoree.

     In 2010, the Legends Invitational celebrated its 20th Anniversary and what a year 

it was! Jerry Rice, in his signature year of being chosen as “The Greatest Player in the 

History of the NFL”, received the 20th Legends Invitational Pedestal Award. Allen 

Sirkin, Ken Duane, and Mike Kelly brought Manny Chirico, the CEO of PVH Corp. 

to experience the tournament.

     From the suggestion of PVH Marketing and Advertising Executive Vice President, 

Mike Kelly, the traditional Legends Playbook morphed into the Legends Magazine—a 

deeply appreciated new momentum for the Legends’ guests. Entertainment was added 

to the Monday Night Awards Event and an open bar at all three tournament nightly 

soirees was greatly enjoyed by all. 

     In 2011, the celebrated St. Louis Rams running back and Pro Football Hall of 

Famer, Marshall Faulk, was added to the Legend’s roster as a Celebrity Captain. 

Legends longtime participant, good friend and Hall of Famer, Ted Hendricks was the 

21st Pedestal Award Honoree and the tournaments charitable efforts increased its 

contribution to the Boys and Girls Club of Monterey County to the $86,000 mark. 

     In 2012, PVH Corp designated IZOD as the tournament’s Title Sponsor with a 

commitment to another two years. Hall of Fame and Minnesota Viking great, Randall 

McDaniel, received the 22nd Pedestal Award and John awarded a special honorable 

Pedestal Award to Arnold Palmer for his longtime support of the Legends Tournament 

and the Pebble Beach Resorts continued venue host of the event.

     2013 brought Brent Wiley and his company, Titanium Fabrication, on board as a 

sponsor and former Chairman of the Joint Chief of Staff, Admiral Mike Mullen, 

attended as a special guest. But more importantly, and in keeping with its “Crosby 

Clambake” tradition, the Legends Invitational’s ever-expanding sponsor partnerships 

and guests were growing into relationships of working with good friends. 

     Each year, with doors opening to the Friday Night Reception, it felt like a family 

reunion of everyone coming together to see one another and make new friends with 

additional guests. No better testimonial can be said than what is experienced by 

everyone on Opening Night.

     Upon taking over the management reins of the tournament John and Rebecca 

quickly learned it takes a tremendous amount of effort and work to create a 

successful event. Both recognized they couldn’t do it without the valued support of 

their Title Sponsor, IZOD and contributing sponsor, Titanium Fabrication. Nor could 

it be accomplished without the backing of the Pebble Beach Resorts’ prominent staff. 

All who have become close friends and a part of the Legends Invitational family.

     Much can be said of these wonderful colleagues who have aided in John’s vision to 

augment and expand the event. But, not enough words can describe the appreciation 

felt by John and Rebecca from their longtime support of the Legends Invitational 

©Joann Dost
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Celebrity Captains. From such Legendary NFL Hall of Fame Greats as Otto Graham, 

George Blanda, Don Shula and Merlin Olsen to welcoming new additions; Dick 

Anderson, Jim Hart, and Hall of Famers, Eric Dickerson, Chris Doleman, Marcus 

Allen, Tim Brown, Mike Haynes and 2013 Pedestal Award Honoree Matt Birk. 

     2014 marked another turning point in the evolution of the event and perhaps one 

of the most signifi cant. John, as a proud member on the Board of Directors for The 

National Navy SEAL Museum, institutively recognized the advantage to grow the 

tournament while benefi tting the SEALs initiatives to a greater prominence through 

a partnership. From this alliance came a great honor to be aligned with such an 

extraordinary military group that had sacrifi ced so much for our country without any 

expectation of a return.

      Along the same lines of the SEALs dedication to the nation, John and the Legends 

Invitational became committed to raise monies to recognize fallen SEAL brothers and 

aid SEAL families through the National Navy SEAL Museum initiatives: supporting 

signifi cant needs for the museum and its Trident House Charities, including college 

scholarships, and funds for SEALs’ families in times of distress. 

     In keeping with his vision, John enhanced the tournament’s Friday opening event 

by creating a “Navy SEALs UP Close & Personal” afternoon reception and evening 

banquet. It was a fi rst for Pebble Beach with Navy SEALs parachuting out of airplanes, 

demonstrating helicopter insertions and K-9 MWD tactics on the fi rst fairway of 

The Inn at Spanish Bay. 

     Hosted by a newly acquired sponsor, Jack Daniels, guests and Pebble 

Beach Resort staff, including CEO William Perocchi, gathered around 

their private fi re pits at the Troon and Fairway patios to watch the 

military demonstrations, narrated by the Museum’s Assistant 

Director, Master Chief Ken Corona. Then, trailing into the 

ballroom behind a Bagpiper, the 2014 Annual Legends 

26_years_article_final3_singles.indd   3 10/10/16   1:27 PM

Invitational traditionally began with the opening of the ballroom banquet doors. 

     That evening, emceed by the Museum’s Executive Director, Master Chief 

Rick Kaiser spoke about his SEAL experiences and introduced guest speaker, Vice 

Admiral Bob Harward. The evening broke up with guests getting the opportunity 

to interact with the SEALs, NFL and Sports Greats Celebrity Captains, including 

new additions: Olympic Gold Medalist, Dan Jansen, JR Celski and Golf Pro, 

Karen Palacios-Jansen.

     The Gala Sunday Night Dinner was designated as the “NFL Up Close & 

Personal” event, emceed by Pro Football Hall of Fame, Miami Dolphin, Nick 

Buoniconti. Fellow Hall of Fame players, Anthony Munoz, Mike Haynes, and 

Eric Dickerson joined Nick on the stage to share their NFL experiences and 

how being a professional football player infl uenced their lives.

     The 2014 Legends Invitational Pedestal Award was given to Wayne Kostroski, 

founder of the Taste of the NFL, whose tireless work has distributed more than 

$22 million to food banks across America to end hunger. The evening auction for 

the National Navy SEAL Museum and Trident House Charities raised $250,000 

from the Legends guests.

     Upon being closer to his vision realized, John hired for the 2014 event an 

Emmy Award winning videographer, Kerry McNally and social media golf expert 

Stacy Solomon to aid he and Rebecca in their marketing campaign. The effort paid 

off with a professionally produced Legends Invitational video, several national radio 

interviews, local TV news coverage and a Legends Invitational YouTube channel 

marketing the tournament.

    Upon completion of our 25th Anniversary event with the Legends Invitational being 

touted as the most exclusive and fi nest invitational-only tournament in the country, 

the true testament of its success is in its returning sponsors and guests. We are most 

grateful to our Title Sponsor, IZOD for their six years of support and commitment 

through 2017.

    The event’s contributing sponsors Titanium Fabrication, Jack Daniels, David Herro, 

and AJA International returned with the additions of Pure Insurance, and Deerpath 

Capital. In addition, AJA International and its Marlee Foundation donated $80,000 

through the Ernest and Gisela Hale Scholarship Fund to children of U.S. Special 

Operations Command members.

    Along with the above expansions of sponsors, the Legends Invitational also 

added the following sponsors groups: ITO EN, Distant Lands Coffee, US Best 

Repair Service, One Shield, Wells Real Estate Fund, Kerry Whitaker-Townsend 

and Mark Christopher Auto Center.

    All this has been accomplished in a short six years taking the Legends Invitational 

to its 26th Annual event. Seeing what has been accomplished through John’s vision, 

committed resolve, and unrelenting efforts, it begs the question: What will the next 

25 years bring?
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The Ernest and Gisela Hale
2016 Scholarships

For the Children of U.S. Special Operations Command Members
In Cooperation with the

Criteria for Awards

Academic Achievement  |  Special Forces Service Time  |  Personal Situation  |  Financial Need

Gisela W. Hale grew up as a German civilian child during WWII, surviving Allied bombings and 
having to eat beechnuts, horse heads and liverwurst cut with sawdust to survive. After the war 
she went to work for the American military in a secretarial capacity. Everything she earned went 
to send her older brother to a university. When she married my father, CWO4 Ernest L. Hale 
(veteran of WWII, Korea and Vietnam), she followed him around the world for his military tours 
and doggedly pursued her own higher education achieving a BA from Wayne State University, a 
Masters from Boston University, and finally her PhD from Boston College. Both of my parents are 
now deceased and buried at Arlington National Cemetery. I believe that offering a scholarship in 
their names would be a fitting way to honor their dedication to service for one’s country and to the 
pursuit of education. By making this funding available, we hope to say thank you in a small way to 
those military families of Special Forces Members that have given so very much to us all.  

                       -William M. Hale, President, The Marlee Foundation
                                                                                                   President/Owner AJA International, Inc.

Scholarship Background Information

2016 APPLICATIONS - ESSAY QUESTIONS: The thirty-three 2016 applica-
tions were extensive and included four essay questions. After reading just a 
few of these 132 essays it became crystal clear that this program is very much 
needed and that these children are especially deserving of our support. Below 
are four of the essays from our applicants. Please see for yourself:
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The Ernest and Gisela Hale
2016 Scholarships

For the Children of U.S. Special Operations Command Members
In Cooperation with the

Criteria for Awards

Academic Achievement  |  Special Forces Service Time  |  Personal Situation  |  Financial Need

In the spring of 2015 this scholarship program was created to honor 
my parents: CWO4 Ernest L. Hale (30 years USAF) and Gisela Hale 
(PhD in German Studies). In June of 2015 (4) $5,000 and (4) $10,000 
scholarships were awarded.

In June of 2016, the Marlee Foundation in cooperation with the Navy 
Seal Museum Foundation and the Unit Scholarship Fund, has awarded 
(16) new EGHS college scholarships to:

About The Ernest and Gisela Hale Scholarship Awards

Lauren D. $6,600

Caleb G. $5,000

Elspeth C. $5,000

Haley T. $5,000

Hollis R. $5,000

Isabella G. $5,000

Jacob B. $5,000

Jake C. $5,000

Kailee S. $5,000

Lindsey Z. $5,000

Logan S. $5,000

Madison C. $5,000

Meagan G. $5,000

Samantha B. $5,000

Sean B. $5,000

McKayla B. $3,400

Rick Kaiser receiving scholarships from William Hale 
for deserving students.

Rick Kaiser, William Hale, John Lee and scholarship 
recipients at the National Navy SEAL Museum.

2016 APPLICATIONS - ESSAY QUESTIONS: The thirty-three 2016 applica-
tions were extensive and included four essay questions. After reading just a 
few of these 132 essays it became crystal clear that this program is very much 
needed and that these children are especially deserving of our support. Below 
are four of the essays from our applicants. Please see for yourself:

     Essay 1:

I had grown accustomed to my dad going away for long periods 
of time because of his job, but then one spring he was home early: 
his eyes glassy, his smile weak, and his body mangled. Bullets had 
torn through both of his legs, shattering his hip bone and barely 
missing his femoral artery. They had left angry scars that ran from 
his hips to his knees and no mobility in the lower half of his body. 
To my young eyes, he was not the man that he used to be and, for 
the fi rst time in my life, I was scared for him. If I didn’t change the 
bandages every day, his wounds would become infected, and my 
dad would die. My mom would nearly faint at the sight of blood, 
so even though I was only nine years old, it was my job to keep 
my dad alive.
     Watching how my dad dealt with his injuries taught me to 
sacrifi ce, to follow through with commitments, and to fi ght for 
my goals—no matter how daunting. I have applied these lessons 
in my approach to life. I am able to empathize with those who are 
different from me and can relate to the struggles of misfortune. 
These qualities enable me to work with others and to lead them to 
their full potential. I learned from my dad that there are no short-

cuts to anything worth having. Hard work and sacrifi ce are 
what will help me reach my goals, not wishing and hoping. I 
sacrifi ced parts of my childhood, because my dad was shot, but 
I didn’t allow myself to resent that loss. My father wasn’t bitter 
about his injuries, and I mirrored his attitude. I learned to be 
more appreciative and take advantage of the opportunities that 
surround me. I learned that commitment and dedication are the 
cornerstone traits that enable individuals to survive and persevere 
in the most diffi cult situations because in the end that is what 
strong people do: they survive. 

     Essay 2:

My fi fteenth birthday made me realize who I am. I was doing 
what I love: participating in a USA Climbing competition. I was a 
competitor of seven years, someone expected to win, and I almost 
always did. However, that day I didn’t climb like the champion 
my supporters knew, crush the competition, or see the payoff of 
my hard work and training. I cheated. I was obsessed over the 
expectations I held after my years of victories. The act seemed 
so harmless at the time, so innocent-but it of course wasn’t. It 
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was corrupt, deceitful, and sinful. I knew that. Yet, I stole the 
victory, lied about my achievements, and cheated my way to false 
happiness. The guilt ate at me from the inside out. My coaches 
were ashamed and I was suspended from my team. USA Climbing 
justly disqualifi ed my scores from the competition. Some of my 
teammates hugged me and wiped my tears, others shut me out. 
I deserved every ounce of bitterness I received and graciously 
accepted the support from my parents and the truest friends. It 
was a bad birthday to say the least, but it was the best gift I’ve ever 
received. I learned more from that one day than I had in the prior 
fourteen years combined. It took months to work through it, but 
I fought. I fought back tears, fear, and the temptation to quit. I 
learned that my parents have the deepest love for me imaginable. I 
learned that failures don’t defi ne you, but how you handle failure 
does. I learned to take responsibility for mistakes. I learned to be 
less judgmental and that forgiveness is the most powerful gift you 
can give. I am eternally grateful for the mistake that inspired this 
self-discovery. 

     Essay 3:

One month ago, I was given the opportunity to serve Nicaraguan 
orphans for the third time on a week long mission trip. This trip 
reached me deeper than the prior two trips, specifi cally through 
a seventeen-year old girl named Ruby. Ruby is severely physically 
and mentally disabled, is unable to communicate or walk, and is 
the size of a six year old. We clung to each other the whole week 
and I was able to give her the attention and love she deserves but 
so often misses. With each day, I grew closer to this small and 
fragile girl. She would reach for her ponytail for me to take her 
hair down, and when I obliged, Ruby would shake with laughter, 
smiling from ear to ear, as the wind blew through her hair. Ruby, 
although unable to walk without someone guiding her, danced 
at any song, waiving her frail arms in the air and bobbing her 
head along to the music. Experiencing the joy that Ruby radiates 
was without a doubt life changing, shaping my perspectives to be 
more humble, more loving, and more grateful. Spending a week 
with Ruby gave me a taste of pure, unconditional love. Ruby was 
often left out of activities or meals, left alone sitting in a chair in 
the back of the orphanage. Seeing this showed me the importance 
of reaching out to those in need, those forgotten or intentionally 
looked over, which is something I have implemented in my daily 
life after returning to the States. Being able to serve in Nicaragua 
three times has taught me so many invaluable and lifelong lessons, 
but this year was by far the most impactful. I decided to become a 
Humanitarian Affairs minor after my time in Nicaragua, seeing the 
raw and brutal need that, as a white, middle class American girl, 
I was never exposed to. Serving others has become a priority for 
me and I have decided to spend two months in Swaziland, a small 

South African country with the world’s highest rate of HIV/AIDS, 
this summer serving the orphan population. 

     Essay4:

“The Greatest Man in the World”
“To become truly great, one has to stand with people, not above 
them.” –Charles de Montesquieu

George Washington may seem like an obvious choice for the 
favorite Founding Father. He led an outmatched revolutionary 
army to victory over the British. He was unanimously elected to 
the newly formed country’s fi rst President, was re-elected to a 
second term, and could have served a third term if he wanted. 
Though these accomplishments are impressive, what impressed 
me most about George Washington has more to do with what he 
did not do.
     I have heard my step dad mention the “7 Army Values” 
many times, and one in particular, “selfl ess service.” George 
Washington, as a Founding Father of our country, set the 
standard for selfl ess service. When he fi rst accepted command of 
the continental Army, he promised Congress he would resign his 
commission when the war was over. True to his word, after the 
British withdrew, Washington resigned from the Army, proving 
that the well being of this new country and the ideals they had 
fought for were more important to him than power. The colonists 
felt that the grasp for power reminded them too much of the king 
and the tyranny they had just fought. On the other hand, to walk 
away from this power showed true character.
     At the Constitutional Convention, the delegates created the 
offi ce of president after much debate. They did this knowing 
that they would elect George Washington as the fi rst president. 
They trusted him with this power because of the character he 
had shown when he resigned his commission from the 
Continental Army. George Washington served two terms as 
President, and could have easily been re-elected to a third term. 
Instead, he once again set the standard, and resigned, choosing 
not to seek a third term.
     King George III once asked the American painter Benjamin 
West what he thought Washington would do after the war. West 
replied that he would probably go back home to his farm. King 
George III replied, “If he does that, he will be the greatest man in 
the world.” Washington’s unselfi sh character and selfl ess service 
was what made not only him, but also this nation, truly great.

To view more essay please go to:
http://www.marleefoundation.com/efforts.html

A Personal Thank You
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A Personal Thank You

Please Join Us

We invite other corporations or individuals to join us by contributing either a $5,000 or a $10,000  
scholarship award to be added to the $60,000 annual commitment from AJA International, Inc.  

The corporation or individual will be recognized at the time of the award in June 2017.  
All contributions are fully tax deductible.

 
Please visit us at www.marleefoundation.com/efforts or email us at scholarships@marleefoundation.com

To All our Special Forces Members and their Families:

You keep us safe. You allow us to sleep at night. You allow us to pursue our personal  
American Dreams.  You and your families endure great hardship—and you do it voluntarily.  

And thank God you do your job better than anyone else on earth.

From everyone at AJA International, Inc., The Marlee Foundation, and myself, we humbly  
thank you all for your service, your diligence, your efforts and your personal sacrifice. 

May God watch over you and keep you safe.

-William M. Hale, President, The Marlee Foundation
                              President/Owner AJA International, Inc.
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SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!

Registration: Grand Ballroom foyer

Welcome Hosted Reception
• Cocktail Hour at The Inn at Spanish Bay, Troon and Fairway Patio. On first fairway
  at fire pits by Carnoustie and Royal Troon Rooms.
• Jack Daniels hosted Reception starts at 3:00 PM with Navy SEAL Demonstrations 
  at 4:00 PM.
• Buffet dinner at The Inn at Spanish Bay, Grand Ballroom
• Meet Celebrity Captains, other participating players and guests
• Dress casual • Entertainment • Navy SEALs Up Close & Personal

2PM – 4:15PM

3PM – 9PM

• Check in for play at the pro shop of your assigned course, Pebble Beach,
   Spanish Bay or Spyglass Hill
• Tee times are assigned for each day of play 
• Box lunches provided on carts
• Saturday, evening is free for you to dine at the many excellent restaurants in the 
  Carmel, Pebble Beach or Pacific Grove areas 
• The concierge at The Inn at Spanish Bay will assist you in all your arrangements

• Check in for play at the pro shop of your assigned course
   Pebble Beach, Spanish Bay or Spyglass Hill
• Tee times assigned for each day of play
• Box lunches provided on the course

Gala Evening

• Reception & Dinner
• The Inn at Spanish Bay, Grand Ballroom
• Entertainment • NFL Up Close & Personal • Pedestal Award Presentation 
• Dress sports coats & ladies cocktail attire

7PM – 10:30PM

12PM

• Monday evening reception with buffet dinner immediately following golf
• Entertainment • The Grand Ballroom • Tournament awards and prizes presented 
• Participants and companions only • Dress casual

5:30PM – 9PM

• Sign In for final day of play at the pro shop of your assigned course Pebble Beach, 
   Spanish Bay or Spyglass Hill
• Assigned tee times
• Box lunches provided on carts

Awards Dinner

Check out

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15



The tournament consists of three days of play, Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday. A five-man team will play each course: Pebble Beach Golf Links, 
Spyglass Hill Golf Course, and The Links at Spanish Bay. 

You will play with a celebrity captain each day. The format will be a 
combined best two balls, low gross & low net, of the five-some for the 
score. The low gross & net cannot be the same ball. When playing with a 
celebrity captain you may use his ball as one of the best balls. Here at the 
Legends Invitational golf is a team sport.

Your team will be assigned tee times for each day of play at all three 
courses. Local rules will apply. Cards will be marked with strokes where 
they fall. The maximum handicap is 18. Handicaps are determined for all 
three courses based on the slope rating of 138 from the white tees and red 
tees for the ladies at Pebble Beach. The pro shop at The Inn at Spanish 
Bay will handle all scoring. To be eligible for a prize, you must turn 
in your scorecard immediately after play to the pro shop where you 
completed your round.

Closest to the pin prize on a par three hole each day on Pebble  
Beach #5 and Spanish Bay #16.

Awards will be given in the following categories for each flight.

You may bet on your ability to put the ball inside a twenty-foot circle. 
On bets of five, ten or twenty dollars we pay five to one odds, if your 
ball lands inside or on the circle of the 5th hole at Pebble Beach and the 
16th hole at Spanish Bay. 

Flight one:

Flight two:

1st place – 5 prizes
2nd place – 5 prizes

1st place – 5 prizes
2nd place – 5 prizes

Caddies are available, call CADDIE SERVICES, INC (CSI) at 
831-622-6162. They will make all arrangements. We recommend that 
each team take at least one caddie to speed up play and make your round 
more enjoyable.

PRIZES

TOURNAMENT FORMAT

CADDIES



NATHAN ADRIAN – U.S. Swimmer – 8 time Olympic Medalist
CONOR DWYER – U.S. Swimmer – 3 time Olympic Medalist

DAVID S. BILL III – U.S. Navy - Rear Admiral - (Ret.)
KEN CORONA – U.S. Navy – Master Chief
HECTOR DELGADO – U.S. Navy SEAL – Lieutenant Commander
MIKE DONNELY – U.S. Navy SEAL - Special Operations
ROBERT S. HARWARD – U.S. Navy SEAL – Vice Admiral
JOE KERNAN – U.S. Navy SEAL – Vice Admiral
SHANE LADD - U.S. Army – Sergeant Major (Ret.)
KERRY METZ – U.S. Navy SEAL– Rear Admiral
SEAN ROSARIO – U.S. Navy SEAL – Special Operations
AARON STARKOVICH – U.S. Navy Deep Sea Diver – Senior Chief
NIX WHITE – U.S. Navy SEAL - Special Operator First Class

JACK JACOBS – U.S. Army – Colonel (Ret.) – Military Assistance Command
MICHAEL THORNTON – U.S. Navy SEAL– (Ret.) CMCH 

MARCUS ALLEN – Raiders – Chiefs – RB
TIM BROWN – Raiders – Buccaneers – WR
NICK BUONICONTI – Patriots – Dolphins – LB
CHRIS DOLEMAN – Vikings – 49ers – Falcons – DE
MARSHALL FAULK – Indianapolis Colts – St. Louis Rams - RB
MIKE HAYNES – Patriots – Raiders  – DB 
TED HENDRICKS – Colts – Packers – Raiders – LB
PAUL KRAUSE – Redskins – Vikings – DB
RANDALL MCDANIEL – Vikings – Tampa Bay – OG
JERRY RICE – 49ers – WR
JAN STENERUD – Chiefs – Packers – Vikings – K
PAUL WARFIELD – Browns – Dolphins – WR  
DAVE WILCOX – 49ers – LB

DICK ANDERSON – Dolphins – DB
JAMES BURT – Giants – 49ers – OL
JOE COOPER – Oilers – Giants – PK
CLAUDE CRABB – Redskins – Eagles – LA Rams – DB
BRUCE GOSSETT – LA Rams – 49ers – K
KENNY GREENE – Cardinals – Chargers – DB
JIM HART – Cardinals – Redskins – QB
BRIAN KELLEY – Giants – LB
FRED “CURLY” MORRISON – Bears – Browns – RB – P

PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME CAPTAINS

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT  CAPTAINS

SPORTS GREATS CAPTAINS

ARMY, NAVY & SEAL CAPTAINS

NFL CELEBRITY CAPTAINS



William Hale
2016 Legends Invitational Pedestal Award Recipient

This year’s Pedestal Award Honoree goes to one of our 
longtime Legends Invitational’s sponsor participants – 
William M. Hale, CEO and Owner of AJA International.
     Will was born a USAF dependent and grew up in  
Germany, England, South Carolina, and Michigan until his 
father retired from the Air Force service in Massachusetts in 
1967. Upon his family putting down roots, Will completed 
high school in a small, seaside community south of Boston 
and attained his Bachelor’s Degree in Physics from Boston 
College. While working as a Physics teacher, Will went on  
to acquire a MBA to augment his scientific background with 
the inclusion of business. 
     In 1980, he joined Varian Associates – specializing in 
vacuum technology, having its origins in space simulation 
chambers for NASA’s satellite testing programs. During the 
1980’s he focused in the areas of molecular/atomic film 
growth, patterning and atomic scale, material surface 
analysis. 
     In 1989, Will branched out on his own to create AJA 
International, Inc. a U.S. based manufacturer of thin film 
coating and etching systems for the worldwide Research and 

Development market. Specializing in the manufacturing  
of thin film deposition systems used in a wide variety of 
applications for touch screens, flat screens, hard drives, 
optical coatings, nanotechnology, automotive, tool coatings, 
etc., AJA International has become a world leader in the 
market of thin film technology.  
     From the success of his company and during the past  
10 years Will used AJA International to support many 
charitable efforts: Bone Marrow Donor Drives, Make a Wish  
Foundation, Doctors Without Borders, Wounded Warrior 
Foundation, Animal Rescue League, Boxers and Buddies  
and most recently the National Navy SEAL Museum. 
     In the spring of 2015, Will created, in honor of his 
parents, the Ernest and Gisela Hale scholarship program  
for the children of U.S. Special Operations Command 
Members in cooperation with the National Navy SEAL 
Museum. In its first year the scholarship was funded  
exclusively by AJA International, Inc. awarding $60,000  
to eight scholarship recipients. 
     Later that same year, Will received IRS approval for The 
Marlee Foundation, a 501 (c)3 organization with a charter  
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Pedestal Award Honorees: Left to Right/Top to Bottom.
First Row: Curly & Sophie Morrison, Wayne Kostroski, Matt Birk, Jerry Rice, Lynn Swann, Arnold Palmer
Second Row: Randall McDaniel, Ted Hendricks, Hugh McElhenny, Bobby Mitchell
Third Row: Anthony Munoz, Don Shula, Jerry Kramer, Earl Morral
Fourth Row: Nick Buoniconti, Paul Warfield, George Blanda, Merlin Olsen
Fifth Row: Dick Butkus, Ray Nitchke, Steve & Ed Sabol, Eddie LeBarron, Otto Graham, Bruce Bosley

to help veterans, animals and children. He named the 
foundation after his beloved white Labrador retriever,  
Marlee. Marlee, a registered Service Animal, proudly  
attended the Legends Invitational in 2013 at age 14  
enjoying pretzels by the firepits nightly.
     In 2016, the Marlee Foundation took over the Ernest  
and Gisela Hale Scholarship program awarding $80,000  
in scholarships on June 1 along with the Legends  
Invitational LLC, to sixteen (16) children of U.S. Special 
Operations Command Members in conjunction with the 
National Navy SEAL Museum. 
     Given the disappointing percentage of charitable  
donations actually distributed to their desired cause,  
Will insisted 100% of all monies donated to the Marlee 
Foundation go directly to the cause with verifiable  
transparency being the rule. In addition, all foundation 
administrative costs are covered by AJA International,  

Inc., eliminating the practice of using a percentage from 
outside donations to fulfill the charitable organizations 
operating costs. 
     In this unusual approach to a charitable foundation, Will 
also required all Board Members be strictly on a volunteer 
basis with all meetings and dinners being held at their 
homes. By taking this stance with the foundation’s by-laws, 
Will insures contributors that 100% of all donations  
specifically goes to the designated charitable causes  
supported by the foundation.
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Legends Invitational
is a proud supporter of
the Boys & Girls Clubs
of Monterey County

We invite you to 
participate in our 

betting holes. 100% of 
the monies raised from 
the betting holes goes 

to the annual ron 
macintyre memorial 
scholarship award.

2013 Boys & Girls Club Page.indd   1 10/15/14   2:56 PM
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TITANIUM FABRICATION  

TITANIUM FABRICATION

TITANIUM FABRICATION  

LEGENDS INVITATIONAL 

LEGENDS INVITATIONAL 

ONE SHELD

PURE INSURANCE 

PURE INSURANCE

DISTANT LANDS COFFEE

A JA INTERNATIONAL

BLUENOSES 

NOBODY’S FOOLS

JACK DANIELS

US BEST REPAIR SERVICE

MARSHALL’S ARMY

WELLS, WHITAKER-TOWNSEND

U.S. NAVY SEALS

MANNY CHIRICO   

KEN DUANE 

MANNY CHIRICO

KEN DUANE

MANNY CHIRICO

KEN DUANE

MANNY CHIRICO

KEN DUANE

BRENT WILEY

BRENT WILEY

REAR ADMIRAL DAVID BILL 

JOHN LEE

JOHN LEE

GLENN ANSCHUTZ

KEVIN DALEY

DENNIS KIRWIN

KAZUHIRO HOSHI

WILLIAM HALE

GARY WENDT

GARY WENDT

JOE BOLLINGER 

MARK ZAVERL

CHRIS LEGGIO

LEO WELLS, KERRY WHITAKER-TOWNSEND

DAVID HERRO

 1. 

 2.

 3.
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 6. 

 7. 
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 9. 

10. 

11.

12.

13. 

14.

15.

16. 

17. 

18.  

19.  

20.

21.

22.  

23. 

24.

25.  

SPONSORTEAM



©
 J

o
a

n
n

 D
o

st
 

the

CAPTAINS



Entered service at: Spartanburg, S.C. Born: 23 March 
1949, Greenville, S.C. Citation: for conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty while participating in a daring 
operation against enemy forces.

PO Thornton, as Assistant U.S. Navy Advisor, along 
with a U.S. Navy lieutenant serving as Senior Advisor, 
accompanied a 3-man Vietnamese Navy SEAL patrol 
on an intelligence gathering and prisoner capture 
against an enemy-occupied naval river base.

Launched from a Vietnamese Navy junk in a rubber 
boat, the patrol reached land and was continuing on 
foot toward its objective when it suddenly came under 
heavy fire from a numerically superior force. The patrol 
called in naval gunfire support and then engaged the 
enemy in a fierce firefight, accounting for many enemy 
casualties before moving back to the waterline to 
prevent encirclement.

Upon learning that the Senior Advisor had been hit by 
enemy fire and was believed to be dead, PO Thornton 
returned through a hail of fire to the lieutenant’s last 
position; quickly disposed of 2 enemy soldiers about 
to overrun the position, and succeeded in removing 
the seriously wounded and unconscious Senior Naval 
Advisor to the water’s edge. He then inflated the 
lieutenant’s lifejacket and towed him seaward for 
approximately 2 hours until picked up by support craft.

By his extraordinary courage and perseverance, PO 
Thornton was directly responsible for saving the life 
of his superior officer and enabling the safe extraction 
of all patrol members, thereby upholding the highest 
traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.

PETTY OFFICER, U.S. NAVY,  
NAVY ADVISORY GROUP

MICHAEL E. THORNTON
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Jack Jacobs was born in Brooklyn, New York. He 
holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Rutgers 
University and entered the U.S. Army in 1966 as 
a Second Lieutenant through the ROTC program. 
He served as a platoon leader in the 82nd Airborne 
Division, executive officer of an infantry battalion in 
the 7th Infantry Division, and commanded the 4th 
Battalion 10th Infantry in Panama. 

A member of the faculty of the US Military Academy, 
Jacobs taught international relations and comparative 
politics, and he was a member of the faculty of the 
National War College in Washington, DC. 

He was in Vietnam twice, both times as an advisor to 
Vietnamese infantry battalions, earning three Bronze 
Stars, two Silver Stars and the Medal of Honor, the 
nation’s highest combat decoration. Jacobs retired as a 
Colonel in 1987. 

He was a founder and Chief Operating Officer of 
AutoFinance Group Inc, one of the firms to pioneer 
the securitization of debt instruments; the firm was 
subsequently sold to Key Bank. He was a Managing 
Director of Bankers Trust, where he ran foreign 
exchange options worldwide and was a partner in the 
institutional hedge fund business, raising more than $2 
Billion. Jacobs subsequently founded a similar business 
for Lehman Brothers and retired again in 1995 to 
pursue investments. 

He is a principal of The Fitzroy Group, a firm that 
specializes in the development of residential real estate 
in London and invests both for its own account and 
in joint ventures with other institutions. He serves on 
a number of charitable boards of directors and is the 
Co-Chairman of the Congressional Medal of Honor 

U.S. ARMY – COLONEL (RET.)  
MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND

Foundation and Director Emeritus of the World War II 
Museum. 

Jacobs holds the McDermott Chair of Humanities and 
Public Affairs at the US Military Academy and is an 
on-air analyst for NBC News, where he was an Emmy 
nominee in 2010 and 2011 and a recipient of the 2011 
Murrow Award for his work on the Nightly News 
segment “Iraq: The Long Way Out.”  Colonel Jacobs is 
also the author of the Colby Award-winning memoir, 
If Not Now, When?, published by Penguin in October 
2008. His second work of non-fiction, Basic, was 
released by St. Martin’s Press in 2012.

JACK JACOBS

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT CAPTAIN



Rear Admiral David S. Bill lll is a graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy and served over thirty-
two years of active duty in the United States Navy.

His assignments at sea in surface ships culminated in 
commands of a Guided Missile Destroyer, USS Mahan 
(DDG-42), an Aegis Cruiser, USS Mobile Bay (CG-53), 
and the Battleship Wisconsin (BB-64). Admiral Bill 
also commanded the USS Enterprise Battle Group as 
Commander Cruiser Destroyer Twelve.

Significant assignments ashore included Executive 
Assistant to the Commander Naval Sea Systems 
Command; Director of Surface Warfare Programs on 
the staff of the Chief of Naval Operations; Operations 
Officer/Deputy Commander of the Atlantic Fleet; and 
Deputy Commander-in-Chief US Naval Forces Europe.

A highly decorated combat veteran, RADM Bill made 
150 combat patrols in River Boats in South Vietnam; 
commanded USS Mahan during Libyan operations in 
1986; and, as Commanding Officer of USS Wisconsin, 
was responsible for launching the Tomahawk strikes 
that initiated combat Operations against Iraq in 
Operation Desert Storm. His awards include the 
Distinguished Service Medal, seven Legions of Merit, 
three Bronze Stars, and the Purple Heart.

Upon retirement, Admiral Bill has been Executive 
Director of a Property Development company, 
Executive Director of a charitable foundation, CEO of 
a high tech start up, CEO of the Northern California 
Golf Association, and is currently serving on Boards 
and advising several private companies. He is actively 
involved with various charities supporting the  
U.S. Navy SEALs.

U.S. NAVY, REAR ADMIRAL 
DAVID S. BILL III
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Vice Adm. Harward serves as Deputy Commander, U.S. 
Central Command (USCENTCOM), located in Tampa, Fla.

Harward qualified as a surface warfare officer aboard 
the destroyer USS Scott (DDG 995), and then 
transferred to the Naval Special Warfare community. He 
was the “Honor Man” of Basic Underwater Demolition 
(BUD) / Sea, Air, Land (SEAL) class 128, and has served 
in both East and West coast SEAL teams.

Tours in the Naval Special Warfare community include: 
Commanding Officer, SEAL Team Three; Assault Team 
Leader and Operations Officer at Naval Special Warfare 
Development Group; SEAL Plans Officer for Commander, 
Amphibious Force U.S. 7th Fleet; Executive Officer, Naval 
Special Warfare Unit One; aide-de-camp to Commander, 
U.S. Special Operations Command; Combined Joint 
Special Operations Task Force (CJSOTF) Deputy 
Commander in Bosnia; Deputy Commander Special 
Operations Command, Pacific; Commander, Naval Special 
Warfare Group One; and, Deputy Commanding General, 
Joint Special Operations Command.

Assignments outside of his community include a tour 
in the Executive Office of the President at the White 
House where he served on the National Security 
Council as the director of Strategy and Policy for the 
office of Combating Terrorism. His first flag assignment 
was chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff representative 
to the National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), as 
a member of the Senior Interagency Strategy Team. 
Additionally, he served as Deputy Commander, U.S. 
Joint Forces Command, and most recently he served 
as Commander of Combined Joint Interagency Task 
Force (CJIATF) 435 from 2009 to 2011 in Afghanistan. 
Harward has commanded troops in Afghanistan and 
Iraq over six years since Sept. 11, 2001.
 

Born in Newport, R.I., Harward grew up in a Navy 
family and graduated from the Tehran American High 
School in Iran. After enlisting in the Navy, he was 
awarded a fleet appointment to the United States Naval 
Academy where he received his bachelor’s degree in 
1979. Harward attended the College of Naval Command 
and Staff, the Naval Staff College and the Armed 
Forces Staff College. He holds a master’s degree in 
International Relations and Strategic Security Affairs, 
served as a federal executive fellow at RAND, and is a 
graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Center for International Studies, Foreign Policy 
Program Seminar XXI.

U.S. NAVY SEAL, VICE ADMIRAL
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Vice Adm. Joseph D. Kernan served as the military 
Deputy Commander of U.S. Southern Command, 
Miami. He was second-in-command of one of 10 
unified commands under the Department of Defense. 
Southern Command conducts military operations 
and promotes security cooperation throughout the 
16-million square mile area of Central America,  
South America, and the Caribbean.

While in the surface warfare community, based in 
San Diego, he served on USS Downes (FF 1070) and 
USS Horne (CG 30). Kernan transferred to the Naval 
Special Warfare community in 1980 and has served 
in various capacities in Naval Special Warfare, to 
include tours in underwater demolition; Sea Air and 
Land (SEAL) and SEAL delivery vehicle teams; Naval 
Special Warfare Center; and, Naval Special Warfare 
Command. Additionally, Kernan has served tours on 
the Navy staff, headquarters commands of the special 
operations forces community, and within the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense.

His flag officer commands include the Naval Special 
Warfare Command and U.S. Naval Forces Southern 
Command/U.S. 4th Fleet.

He assumed his duties as the U.S. Southern Command 
military Deputy Commander in May 2011 until his 
retirement in May 2013.

U.S. NAVY SEAL, VICE ADMIRAL

JOE KERNAN
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U.S. NAVY SEAL, REAR ADMIRAL

Rear Admiral Kerry Metz served as the first commander of 
Special Operations Command North, a subordinate unified 
command of U.S. Special Operations Command under the 
operational control of U.S. Northern Command.

Commissioned via the Aviation Officer Candidate School 
in October 1984 and after a very brief time in aviation, he 
was assigned to the surface fleet where he served on USS 
Enhance (MSO 437). Transferring to Naval Special Warfare, 
he completed Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL training 
with Class 149 in April 1988.

He served in both Naval Special Warfare and Joint 
Special Operations assignments. Previous commands 
include a Naval Special Warfare Task Unit, a Joint Task 
Force, Naval Special Warfare Group 11, and six Naval 
Special Warfare Reserve Units. His service overseas 
includes multiple deployments to Operations Enduring 
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.

Promoted to Rear Adm. in October 2011, he served first as 
the deputy commander and then as interim commander of 
Special Operations Command Central from September 2011 
to July 2013.

Rear Adm. Metz holds a Bachelor of Science in Business 
from the University of Colorado in Boulder and a Master 
of Business Administration from the University of Denver. 
He completed courses at the Air Command and Staff 
College, the Armed Forces Staff College and the Defense 
Language Institute.

KERRY METZ
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Ken joined the U. S. Navy in 1969 and served 32 years 
on active duty.  He was stationed at Naval Ordnance 
Missile Test Facility, at White Sands New Mexico; 
onboard the aircraft carrier USS NIMITZ (CVN68), 
Naval Air Station Bermuda; the Navy Annex in 
Washington, DC and then recruiting duty in St. Louis, 
MO before being assigned to the Naval Special Warfare 
Community reporting to SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team 
TWO (SDVT-2) at Little Creek, Virginia in 1986.  

After three years on board, due to his naval experience 
and work ethic, he was selected as the SDVT-2 Command 
Master Chief – the senior enlisted advisor working directly 
for the Commanding Officer.  In 1991 he screened and 
was selected for assignment to Naval Special Warfare 
Development Group (DEVGRU) where he served until his 
retirement from active duty in April 2001.  

After his retirement he remained at DEVGRU as 
a government employee (GS) until October 2013 
working as the Assistant Current Operations Officer 
and later as the Assistant Chief Staff Officer overseeing 
and managing multiple SEAL combat deployments of 
personnel to Afghanistan, Iraq, Africa and numerous 
other locations around the world.  Since November 
2013 he has been employed as the Assistant Executive 
Director of the National Navy UDT- SEAL Museum, in 
FT. Pierce, FL.

U.S. NAVY, MASTER CHIEF (RETIRED) 
KEN CORONA
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U.S. NAVY SEAL, LIEUTENANT COMMANDER

Hector is currently a Special Agent with the Department 
of Homeland Security, Homeland Security Investigations 
(HSI), in West Palm Beach, Florida, serving in the National 
Security Division. 

Lieutenant Commander Delgado is a United States Navy 
SEAL with both active and reserve service totaling over 
twenty-six years.  In 2006, he was mobilized and served 
a combat tour in Ramadi, Iraq with SEAL Team THREE 
receiving a Navy Commendation Medal with Combat “V”.   
He has served with SEAL Teams TWO, THREE, FOUR, 
EIGHTEEN and Special Operations Command South.  He 
has participated in tours of duty in the Middle East, Europe, 
Africa and South America.  Hector has trained thousands of 
students in the use of weapons, demolition, physical security 
and executive protection.  He has served as an adjunct 
instructor at the United States Merchant Marine Academy 
teaching maritime security and conducting International 
Ship Security Code (ISPS) training. 

Hector has also served as a Deputy U.S. Marshal and Special 
Agent with Homeland Security Investigations.  He has 
conducted numerous criminal investigations, search and 
arrest warrants and is a recipient of the Outstanding Law 
Enforcement Officer of the year. 

Additionally, Hector is a successful entrepreneur, having 
started, managed, and sold numerous enterprises. He is also 
on the Board of Directors for the National Navy UDT-SEAL 
Museum, North Hutchinson Island, Florida.

HECTOR DELGADO
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Michael Donnelly is a Florida native. Born and raised 
in Miami, Mike joined the Navy at just seventeen years 
old. At nineteen, he “wanted to be the best” at what he 
did, so Donnelly made a decision that forever altered 
his course. He entered BUD/S training, graduating 
class 173. 

Donnelly went on to serve for almost a decade as a 
Special Operations Navy SEAL. Like most men of 
this “Never Quit” mindset, Donnelly has continued a 
relentless pursuit of excellence in all arenas since his 
SEAL career. In addition to cofounding BattleFrog, a 
wildly popular obstacle course race series, and offering 
corporate motivational seminars, Donnelly owns and 
operates a successful security company, Alarm and 
Electronics Systems and CrossFit Gyms Worldwide.

When he isn’t working, Donnelly is working out, 
forever committed to a foundation of fitness and 
training. Mike lives in Miami with his wife Claudia, 
sons Michael and Martin, and daughter Gabriela.

U.S. NAVY SEAL – SPECIAL OPERATIONS

MICHAEL DONNELLY



SGM (Ret.) Shane Ladd (SGM Ladd) joined the U.S. 
Army in 1986 as a Combat Medic and was subsequently 
assigned to 5th Infantry Division Ft. Polk, Louisiana.  
SGM Ladd went on to volunteer for the Army Special 
Forces in 1991 and following completion from Special 
Forces Assessment and Selection Course, the Special 
Forces Qualifications Course, and Korean Language 
School,  was assigned to 1st Battalion 1st Special Forces 
Group (A) Okinawa, Japan.  SGM Ladd has served in 
various positions throughout his military career and 
retired from Active Duty from a Special Mission Unit 
Ft. Bragg, NC on 1 June 2015.

SGM Ladd has conducted Combat Operations in the 
Philippines, Africa, Afghanistan and Iraq.  He has 
received numerous awards and decorations to include 
but not limited to, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze 
Star with four oak leaf clusters, the Purple Heart, the 
Army Accommodation Medal with “V” device, the 
Joint Service Commendation Medal with two oak leaf 
clusters, the Meritorious Service Medal with four oak 
leaf clusters, the Special Forces Combat Divers Badge, 
the Army Free Fall Badge, the Master Parachutist 
Badge, the Combat Infantryman Badge, and the Special 
Forces Tab.

SGM Ladd’s operational assignments included:
• 1st Bn 1st Special Forces Group (A), Okinawa, Japan
• F Co. 1st Special Warfare Training Group,  
  Camp Mackall, NC
• 2nd Bn 1st Special Forces Group (A), Ft. Lewis, WA
• Central Intelligence Agency
• A Special Missions Unit Ft. Bragg, NC

SERGEANT MAJOR (RET.)

SGM Ladd is married to his wife, Eileen Ladd, and 
they reside in Melbourne Beach, Florida where they 
both spent their childhood years.  He is currently 
working as an Independent Contractor supporting 
U.S. counterterrorist efforts with select Department 
of Defense organizations both in the United States 
and abroad.  He and Eileen have recently become 
grandparents and are enjoying the fruits of their labor 
as often as they can.

SHANE LADD
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Sean was born in the Bronx, New York and following 
graduation from Sachem High School - Lake 
Ronkonkoma, NY in 1991, at the age of 18 he enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy.  Shortly following boot camp and 
his first duty station, he attended Basic Underwater 
Demolition SEAL (BUD/S) training in Coronado, CA 
graduating in 1994 with class 196.

Following graduation from BUD/S his first duty station 
was SEAL Team Four where he served as a SEAL 
Operator, Communicator and Sniper in various SEAL 
platoons operating throughout Latin America.
 
After that, he volunteered, interviewed and was chosen 
to participate in the selection course for service at the 
Naval Special Warfare Development Group where 
he later served in a Tier 1 Assault Squadron making 
numerous deployments to Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan for 14 years as a Special Operations Navy 
SEAL until he was honorably discharged to pursue his 
civilian career.  

In 2007 he joined Vista Holdings Group, a  
multi-national group of companies serving as  
Executive Vice President, with offices in both Florida 
and Colombia to deliver Integrated Solutions based 
on innovative technologies to government customers.  
Sean lives in Parkland, FL with his wife Belinda and 
two sons Gabriel and Julian.

U.S. NAVY SEAL – SPECIAL OPERATIONS
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Aaron Starkovich has served as Chief Operating Officer 
of ArmorStruxx LLC since July 2013.  ArmorStruxx 
LLC is a leading composites material design and 
manufacturing company directly serving the 
Department of Defense as well as numerous primary 
military vehicle manufacturers such as Navistar 
International, General Dynamics and BAE Systems.   

Aaron joined ArmorStruxx in 2009 as the Vice 
President of Operations where ArmorStruxx, as a “start 
up” company, grew rapidly to total sales of over $330M 
in approximately four years. Prior to his tenure with 
ArmorStruxx, Aaron retired from active duty as a Chief 
Petty Officer, U.S. Navy Deep Sea Diver and member of 
Naval Special Warfare Development Group (NSWDG).  

Aaron served a 20 year career and is a veteran of 
Operation Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and 
Operation Enduring Freedom and was an expert in all 
diving and parachute operations. He has a Bachelors of 
Science degree from Excelsior College, NY. 

U.S. NAVY DIVER, SENIOR CHIEF
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Nix White joined the Navy in 1988 after graduating 
high school from Medicine Lodge High School, 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas. After attending Basic training 
at Recruit Training Command Great Lakes, he reported 
to Naval Air Technical Training Center Millington 
where he completed Aviation Electronic Training “A” 
School. His first permanent duty station was aboard 
NAS Pensacola, Sherman Field at Helicopter Support 
Squadron Sixteen.

In 1991 he reported to Helicopter Support Squadron 
One, Naval Air Station North Island, CA where 
he continued to work as an Aviation Electronics 
Technician until separating from the Navy in February 
of 1992.  In September of that same year, he re-enlisted 
in the Navy and deployed on board the USS Wainwright 
(CG-28), Naval Station Charleston, South Carolina and 
upon decommissioning of the Wainwright in 1994, he 
reported to the USS Moosbrugger (DD-980), also home 
ported in Charleston.  

In 1995 he graduated from Basic Under Demolition/
SEAL training class 200.  In November of 1995, he was 
assigned to SEAL Team Five for his first operational 
assignment in Naval Special Warfare.  In the next 
six years, he would complete three deployments to 
Southeast Asia.  In 2001, Nix accepted orders to 
the Naval Special Warfare Center, Air Operations. 
Department where he served as an advanced training 
instructor.  

SPECIAL OPERATOR FIRST CLASS, USN (RET)

NIX WHITE
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Following his instructor tour, Nix was assigned to 
the U.S. Navy Parachute Team, the “Leap Frogs”.  Nix 
retired from active duty on January 31, 2010.  He 
is currently a firearms and tactics instructor for the 
U.S. Navy.  With over 6000 jumps, Nix is the owner 
and team captain of the Frog-X Parachute Team (the 
official jump team of the UDT-SEAL Museum).  He 
currently lives in San Diego with his wife Wendy and 
four children. 
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Marcus Allen, the tenth player selected in the 1982 
National Football LeagueDraft, played 16 seasons with 
the Los Angeles Raiders and Kansas City Chiefs.During 
that time he gained 12,243 yards rushing, 5,411 yards 
receiving, and scored 145 touchdowns.

Considered one of the game’s best goal line and short-
yardage runners, Marcus began his pro career as the 
NFL Rookie of the Year and ended as the game’s all-
time rushing touchdown leader.

At the time of his retirement following the 1997 season, he 
held the single-season record for most rushing and receiving 
yards combined (2,314), second in consecutive 100-yard 
games, and was third in career-combined yardage. During 
his 11 seasons with the Raiders, the former University 
of Southern California standout, was named to the Pro 
Bowl five times. He added a sixth appearance in 1994, as a 
member of the Kansas City Chiefs.

He was the Raiders leading ground gainer seven 
consecutive years and the Chiefs four consecutive times. 
He even led the Raiders in receptions with 51 in 1987. 
Allen’s big-game performance in Super Bowl XVIII when 
the Raiders defeated the Washington Redskins 38-9 
earned the then-second-year player game MVP honors. 
In that game he rushed for 191 yards and scored two 
touchdowns, one a Super Bowl record 74-yard gallop.

Allen’s finest season came in 1985, as he led the league 
with 1,759 rushing yards on 380 carries for a 4.6 yards 
per carry average and 11 touchdowns. He also caught 
67 passes for 555 yards and scored an additional three 
touchdowns. For his performance he was rewarded with 
league MVP honors.

In 1995, Marcus made NFL history when he became the 
first player in league history to rush for over 10,000 yards 
and catch passes for 5,000 more. As further evidence of 
his versatility, Allen completed 12 of 27 passes for 282 
yards and six touchdowns during his career.

In 15 career playoff games, he carried the ball 267 
times for 1,347 yards and 11 touchdowns, averaging an 
impressive 5.0 yards per carry average. He also added 52 
catches for 522 yards and two receiving touchdowns.

MARCUS ALLEN
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Tim Brown was one of the greatest collegiate and 
professional wide receivers to ever play the game. During 
his collegiate career at Notre Dame, Tim’s playmaking 
ability earned him the honor of being the first wide 
receiver to ever receive the Heisman Trophy award.

After his 1987 Heisman Trophy winning season, Tim 
was selected by the Los Angeles Raiders with the 6th 
overall pick of the 1988 NFL Draft.  Tim spent sixteen 
years with the Raiders, during which he established 
himself as one of the league’s most prolific wide 
receivers.  Tim’s play led him to be named to nine Pro 
Bowl teams and his 1,094 career receptions ranks 5th 
in NFL history. His fame and success with the Raider’s 
organization earned him the title, Mr. Raider.

Tim currently works as a radio host on Sirius Radio’s 
NFL and College Football pregame and recaps. Tim is 
happily married and has four children and resides in 
Dallas, Texas.

Tim is heavily involved in the “9-1-1 for Kids” program 
which teaches children emergency preparedness. He is 
also an ambassador to the President’s Physical Fitness 
Council on Behalf of Reebok. Time also is heavily 
involved in his church and routinely speaks to groups 
about his faith.

TIM BROWN



Nick Buoniconti played guard on offense and 
linebacker on defense at Notre Dame. An undersized 
player, he defied all the numbers by which pro scouts 
judge potential. He wasn’t even drafted by a National 
Football League team, and lasted until the thirteenth 
round of the 1962 American Football League Draft, 
before being tapped by the Boston Patriots. Even his 
coach at Notre Dame advised AFL and NFL scouts 
that he was too small to play in the pros. However, as 
several coaches later noted, Buoniconti “played bigger 
than his size.”

The 5-11, 220-pound middle linebacker went on to 
play 14 seasons (1962 – 1974, 1976) with the Patriots 
and the Miami Dolphins. Determined to succeed, the 
Springfield, Massachusetts native made an immediate 
impact at linebacker with the Patriots helping the team 
capture the 1963 AFL Eastern Division title. During 
his seven seasons with the Pats, the hard-hitting, 
freelancing linebacker recorded 24 interceptions which 
still ranks as seventh in team history. He had a career-
high five interceptions in 1964, and in one game in 
1968 against the Buffalo Bills he grabbed three errant 
passes. Although he never returned an interception for 
a touchdown, he twice scored on fumble recoveries.

Buoniconti played in five AFL All-Star games as a 
Patriot and a sixth after being traded to the Dolphins 
in 1969. That season he was named the team’s Most 
Valuable Player, an honor he would again be awarded in 
1970 and 1973. His outstanding play in 1972 and 1973 
earned him two more Pro Bowl berths, and in 1973, he 
set a then-team record of 162 tackles, 91 of which were 
unassisted. The driving force of the Dolphins’ famed 
“No Name Defense,” Nick inspired his teammates with 
his outstanding play and fiery leadership.

During his years with the Dolphins the team advanced 
to three straight Super Bowl appearances, winning 
two, with one coming after their incredible undefeated 
season in 1972. “Every play is like life or death,” he 
once said, when asked why he was so relentless. “I can’t 
think of anything except the play that is taking place 
at the moment.” Buoniconti, who recorded 32 career 
interceptions, was named to the All-Time AFL team in 
1970, and was named a first team All-AFL/AFC choice 
eight times.

In 2003, Nick was the Legends Invitational Pedestal 
Award honoree.

NICK BUONICONTI
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Chris Doleman was drafted as a linebacker out of the 
University of Pittsburgh by the Minnesota Vikings as 
the fourth player overall in the 1985 NFL Draft. He 
was moved to a starting defensive end position for the 
final three games of his second season before assuming 
the full-time role as starter at the spot in his third year. 
It was then that he unleashed his great pass rushing 
ability when he responded with a team-high 11 sacks 
in 1987. It marked the first of six sack titles with the 
Vikings. For his efforts he was named All-Pro, All-NFC 
and voted to his first Pro Bowl.

His finest season came two years later in 1989 when he 
led the NFL with 21 sacks, just one shy of the single-
season record at the time. In 1992, he was named the 
NFC’s Defensive Player of the Year after he led the 
Vikings with 14.5 sacks, had 64 tackles, returned an 
interception for a touchdown, forced six fumbles, 
recovered three fumbles, and had a safety.

After nine seasons with Minnesota, Doleman was dealt 
to the Atlanta Falcons in 1994. He spent two seasons 
with Atlanta before signing with the San Francisco 
49ers as a free agent in 1996. He played three seasons 
in San Francisco before returning for one final year 
with the Vikings in 1999.

He retired as the fourth-ranked sack leader of all-time 
with 150.5 sacks and was tied for third in the NFL 
Record Book with eight seasons in which he recorded 10 
or more sacks. Aside from leading the Vikings in sacks 
six times, Doleman was also the Falcons’ leading sacker 
in 1995 and led the 49ers with 15 sacks in 1998. He 
also intercepted eight passes, two of which he returned 
for touchdowns; recorded two safeties; and scored a 
touchdown on a fumble recovery during his career.

Doleman was extremely durable as evidenced by him 
missing a mere two games due to injury during his 
15-season, 232-game NFL career. In all, he was named 
to eight Pro Bowls, six with the Vikings and once each 
as a member of the Falcons and the 49ers. He was 
named first-team All-Pro in 1987, 1989, and 1992 and 
first-team All-NFC four times. Doleman is a member of 
the NFL’s All-Decade Team of the 1990s.

CHRIS DOLEMAN
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The Indianapolis Colts picked San Diego State running 
back Marshall Faulk as the second player overall in 
the 1994 NFL Draft. He was an instant star as he 
rushed for 143 yards and scored three touchdowns in 
his rookie debut against the Houston Oilers. He then 
eclipsed the 100-yard mark again the following week 
against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Those were two of 
four 100-yard rushing days to go with one 100-plus 
yard receiving game in his rookie season. He finished 
his first season with 1,282 rushing yards and an AFC-
leading 11 TDs. He also caught 52 passes for 522 yards 
and one touchdown. He was named Rookie of the Year 
for his performance.

Faulk rushed for 1,000 yards in four of his first five 
seasons while also amassing 2,804 yards on 297 
receptions. He was then traded by the Colts to the 
St. Louis Rams in 1999 in exchange for a second 
and fifth-round draft pick. He helped guide his new 
team to a Super Bowl title in his first season in St. 
Louis. That year he became the second player in NFL 
history to eclipse the 1,000-yard mark in both rushing 
and receiving and set the then record for yards from 
scrimmage with 2,429 yards. He was named the 
NFL’s Offensive Player of the Year for the first of three 
straight seasons.

The following year, Faulk earned NFL Most Valuable 
Player honors after he set the single-season record for 
touchdowns with 26 that included a career-high and 
league-leading 18 rushing touchdowns. It marked the 
first of two straight seasons in which he led the NFL in 
scoring and touchdowns.

In all, Faulk earned first-team All-Pro acclaim in 
1999, 2000, and 2001 and was a second-team All-Pro 
selection in 1994, 1995, and 1998. He was voted to 
seven Pro Bowls, named All-AFC twice and All-NFC 
three times in his career.

Faulk, the first player in NFL history to gain 2,000 
yards from scrimmage in four straight seasons (1998-
2001), retired as the NFL’s ninth-ranked rusher of 
all-time with 12,279 yards and 100 touchdowns. He 
also added 767 career receptions, which ranked 16th 
all-time, for 6,875 yards and 36 touchdowns. His 
19,154 yards from scrimmage was sixth all-time. Faulk 
rushed for 100 or more yards in 38 games and had 
three games in which he went over the 200-yard mark. 
He also recorded eight 100-yard receiving games in his 
12-year, 176-game career.

MARSHALL FAULK
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Mike Haynes, born on July 1, 1953, in Denison, Texas, 
was a three-year All-WAC star at Arizona State, and the 
New England Patriots’ first selection in the 1976 NFL 
Draft. The 6-2, 192-pound Haynes was the fifth player 
and the first defensive back taken in that year’s draft. 

Haynes relied on his speed, quickness and range 
to become both a premier defensive back and an 
outstanding punt return specialist. He enjoyed a 
sensational rookie year with the Patriots with eight 
interceptions and an AFC-leading 608 yards on 45 
punt returns. That year, Haynes gave the Patriots their 
first-ever touchdowns on punt returns with 89-yard 
and 62-yard returns. He earned a Pro Bowl invitation 
as a rookie, the first of nine Pro Bowl bids.

Haynes recorded 28 interceptions and 1,159 yards 
on 111 returns, a 10.4-yard average during his seven 
years with the Patriots. He started his career with 58 
consecutive starts before being sidelined with a rib 
injury late in 1979.

Haynes played out his option with the Patriots in 1982 
and in November, 1983, his contract was awarded to 
the Los Angeles Raiders in a settlement that gave the 
Patriots a No. 1 draft choice in 1984 and a No. 2 pick 
in 1985. Haynes played the last five games in 1983 and 
then started and had one interception in the Raiders’ 
Super Bowl XVIII victory.

In seven seasons with the Raiders, Haynes returned 
only one punt but he added 18 interceptions to give him 
a career total of 46 which were returned for 688 yards 
and two touchdowns, including a team-record 97-yard 
return against Miami in 1984. Haynes was an All-Pro 
choice in 1977, 1978, 1982, 1984 and 1985 and an All-

AFC pick eight times.

MIKE HAYNES
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Hendricks was selected All-AFC seven times and All-
NFC once. He began his career as a right linebacker 
but moved to the left side in the latter half of his 
pro tenure. In his final pro game, Hendricks was the 
starting left linebacker in the Los Angeles Raiders’ 
38-9 trouncing of the Washington Redskins in Super 
Bowl XVIII.

A three-time All-America as a linebacker and defensive 
end at the University of Miami, Ted Hendricks began 
his 15-season pro football career as the second-round 
pick of the Baltimore Colts in the 1969 AFL-NFL Draft.

Surprisingly, after five seasons the Colts traded Ted 
to the Green Bay Packers. The bigger surprise came, 
however, when the Packers allowed Hendricks to play 
out his option and sign with the Oakland Raiders after 
just one and possibly his finest season. That year he 
had five interceptions, blocked seven kicks, and scored 
a safety. He went on to play nine seasons with the 
Raiders before retiring after the 1983 season.

The 6-7, 220-pound Hendricks was deceivingly effective. 
Tall and comparatively skinny, he was strong, fast and a 
devastating tackler who specialized in blocking punts, 
field goals and extra point attempts. He was the kind of 
player that could totally disrupt an offense.

In his career, he intercepted 26 passes, which he 
returned for 332 yards and a touchdown. He also 
recovered 16 opponents’ fumbles and scored a record-
tying four safeties. Hendricks scored touchdowns on an 
interception, a fumble return, and a blocked punt.

Seemingly indestructible, Hendricks played in 215 
straight regular-season games and also participated in 
eight Pro Bowl games, seven AFC championships and 
four Super Bowls (V with the Colts, XI, XV, XVIII with 
the Raiders). Ted was named All-Pro as a Colt in 1971, 
as a Packer in 1974, and as a Raider in 1980 and 1982. 
He also earned second-team All-Pro accolades five 
other times.

TED HENDRICKS
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Paul Krause, a 6-3, 200-pound free safety from the 
University of Iowa, became the leading pass intercepter 
of all time with 81 steals during a 16-season career with 
the Washington Redskins and Minnesota Vikings from 
1964 to 1979.

A two-way star at Iowa, he was the second-round draft 
pick of the Redskins in 1964. Although he intercepted 
28 passes in his first four seasons, he was traded to the 
Minnesota Vikings for linebacker Marlin McKeever 
and a seventh-round draft choice in 1968.  He went on 
to excel with the Vikings for 12 more seasons before 
retiring after the 1979 campaign.

Krause had the kind of a blue-ribbon rookie season 
in 1964 that few ever achieve. He led the NFL in 
interceptions with 12 and was named to the All-NFL 
first team. He was named to his first of eight Pro 
Bowls and was second only to teammate running back 
Charley Taylor for NFL Rookie of the Year acclaim. 
In his second Pro Bowl following the 1965 season, he 
intercepted two passes. Named All-NFL four different 
times, Krause was also selected All-Eastern Conference 
twice, and All-NFC five times.

Born on February 19, 1942, in Flint, Michigan, Paul 
was the starting free safety in Super Bowls IV, VIII, 
IX, and XI, in the 1969 NFL championship game and 
NFC title games in 1973, 1974, 1976 and 1977. He 
intercepted one pass in Super Bowl IV and recovered a 
fumble in Super Bowl IX.

During his landmark rookie season, Krause intercepted 
passes in seven straight games and he came near to 
matching that mark in 1968, when he had steals in six 
consecutive games. It took a three-interception season in 
his final 1979 campaign to surpass Emlen Tunnell, who 
had 79 steals, for the all-time record. The durable Krause 
missed only two games with injuries in 16 seasons.

PAUL KRAUSE
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The Minnesota Vikings used their first round selection 
(19th overall) in the 1988 NFL Draft on guard Randall 
McDaniel, an All-America and four-year starter from 
Arizona State. McDaniel, who immediately earned a 
starting role with the Vikings, played in all 16 games 
in his rookie season, 15 as a starter. His efforts were 
recognized that year as he was selected to several all-
rookie teams and named a second-team All-NFC pick.

McDaniel continued to excel the following season as 
he embarked on a streak of 202 consecutive starts that 
continued through the end of his career. He also earned 
the first of 12 straight Pro Bowl berths.

In 1994, McDaniel was the leader of a rock solid 
offensive line that held opponents to just one sack 
every 22.7 pass attempts, the second-best ratio in team 
history. In 1996, coaches felt he was so talented that he 
could be used in ways other than just blocking. In a late 
season game against the Arizona Cardinals, McDaniel 
had two goal line carries. Then, in the Pro Bowl a 
couple months later, he caught a touchdown pass, 
becoming the first guard in AFC-NFC Pro Bowl history 
to accomplish such a feat.

The 1998 season was highlighted by the high-scoring 
attack of the Vikings offense that scored a then-record 
556 points. Showing his skill at both pass and run 
blocking, McDaniel allowed only 1.5 sacks all season 
while clearing run lanes for Minnesota running backs 
to average 5.4 yards per carry on his side of the line.

After earning nine straight first-team all-pro selections 
(1990 – 98) and starting 13 consecutive playoff games 
for the Vikings, McDaniel joined the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers for two final seasons (2000 – 01) before 
retiring from the NFL.  

Adding to an already talented offense, McDaniel in 
his first season with the Bucs, helped pave the way for 
a team that rushed for 2,066 yards. That included a 
team single-game record 250 yards rushing against the 
Dallas Cowboys. For his efforts, McDaniel was named 
to his final Pro Bowl.

In all, McDaniel blocked for six different 1,000-
yard rushers and five 3,000-yard passers during 
his 14-season career. Regarded as one of the finest 
offensive linemen in NFL history, McDaniel was named 
to the NFL’s All-Decade Team of the 1990s.

RANDALL MCDANIEL
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The San Francisco 49ers used the first round draft pick 
in 1985 on wide receiver Jerry Rice from little known 
Mississippi Valley State. It did not take long for that 
decision to pay huge dividends.

Rice gave a glimpse of what was to come when he 
averaged 18.9 yards per catch on 49 receptions for 927 
yards and 3 TDs as a rookie. He also rushed six times 
and scored one touchdown on the ground.

In 1986, Rice recorded a season that began perhaps 
the finest stretch by any receiver in NFL history. That 
year, he caught 86 passes for a league-leading 1,570 
yards. He also led the NFL in touchdown catches with 
15. It marked the first of 11 straight 1,000-yard seasons 
for Rice who also recorded double-digit receiving 
touchdown totals in nine of the next 10 seasons.

The following year, Rice set the NFL record for 
touchdown receptions in a season with 22. His first of 
four seasons with 100 catches came in 1990 when he had 
even 100 receptions to lead the NFL in that category. It 
marked the first of two receiving titles for Rice.

He led the NFL in receiving yards six times including a 
NFL record 1,848 yards in 1995. Rice also led the NFL 
in touchdown receptions six times.

No wide receiver in NFL history played more than 
Rice’s 20 seasons. By the time he retired after finishing 
his career with Oakland and Seattle, he was the most 
prolific wide receiver in NFL history with staggering 
career totals.

He owns virtually every significant receiving mark. 
Some of the more notable career records include 
receptions (1,549); receiving yards (22,895 yards); 
most 1,000-yard receiving seasons (14); total 
touchdowns (208); and combined net yards (23,546).

Rice has a hold on multiple NFL playoff and 
Super Bowl records. He played in eight conference 
championships and four Super Bowls. He earned three 
Super Bowl rings with the 49ers and was named the 
Most Valuable Player of San Francisco’s Super Bowl 
XXIII win over the Cincinnati Bengals.

Rice, who was named first-team All-Pro 11 consecutive 
seasons and voted to 13 Pro Bowls, is also a member of 
the NFL’s All-Decade Teams of the 1980s and 1990s 
and NFL’s 75th Anniversary Team.

JERRY RICE
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Jan Stenerud, who was born November 26, 1942, in 
Fetsund, Norway, was an outstanding ski jumper who 
attended Montana State on a skiing scholarship. Late 
in his sophomore year, Stenerud was spotted kicking a 
football by the college’s baseball coach who relayed the 
news of the Norwegian’s abilities to the football coach.

For the next two years, he starred on the varsity 
football team with a then-record 59-yard field goal and 
82 points scored as a senior. The Kansas City Chiefs 
were so impressed that they drafted Stenerud in the 
third round of the AFL’s 1966 future draft.

The 6-2, 187-pound Stenerud excelled for 19 seasons 
and 263 games in pro football. He never missed a game 
because of injury or illness. He kicked for the Chiefs for 
13 years from 1967 until 1979 but was released in the 
summer of 1980. Three months later, he signed a free 
agent contract with the Green Bay Packers, with whom 
he stayed with for four seasons. In 1984, the Packers 
traded Stenerud to the Minnesota Vikings for a seventh-
round draft choice. He retired after the 1985 season.

Stenerud is the first “pure” placekicker to enter the Hall. 
His list of outstanding achievements is long. With 1,699 
points, he ranked behind only the fabled George Blanda in 
all-time scoring at the time of his retirement.

His 373 career field goals and seven seasons of scoring 
100 or more points were also NFL records. He kicked 
17 field goals over 50 yards and his personal best was a 
55-yarder against Denver in 1970.
In the Chiefs’ upset victory over the Vikings in Super 
Bowl IV, Stenerud’s three field goals, including a then 
Super Bowl record 48-yarder, accounted for the first 
nine points. A six-time all-league selection, Stenerud 
played in two AFL All-Star games and in four AFC-
NFC Pro Bowls. He was named the Outstanding 
Offensive Player in the 1972 Pro Bowl.

JAN STENERUD
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Paul Warfield is recognized as one of the premier wide 
receivers ever to have played in the National Football 
League. While his career totals for numbers of catches 
may not seem in line with those accumulated by other 
great receivers, as any student of the game understands, 
the truth isn’t always in the numbers.

A first-round draft pick of the Cleveland Browns in 1964, 
Paul played in Cleveland six seasons before going to 
the Miami Dolphins in a blockbuster trade in 1970. He 
returned to Cleveland in 1976 after five seasons with the 
Dolphins and one season with the Memphis Grizzlies of 
the failed World Football League.

Even though he played on ball-control teams through 
most of his career, he managed to haul in 427 passes 
for 8,565 yards and 85 touchdowns. His 20.1 yards-
per-catch mark ranks among the best in the history 
of the game. And he did it with a trademark smooth, 
graceful style that left observers and victimized defenders 
awestruck.

As a rookie, Warfield caught a career-high 52 passes. 
His outside speed was the perfect compliment to the 
power running of Jim Brown. During his first six years 
with the Browns, the team played in five conference 
championships, as well as the 1964 championship game. 
Because of his blazing speed, elusive moves, and great 
leaping ability, defenses often found it necessary to 
double cover him.

Warfield, a six-time All-NFL choice who was elected to 
eight Pro Bowls, was a long ball threat who intimidated 
the opposition. His mere presence on the field proved 
to be almost as beneficial to the running game. The 
best example of this may have been in 1972 when the 
Dolphins went undefeated. That year Miami ran the ball 
613 times while passing on just 259 occasions.  

The Dolphins’ philosophy was to use the forward pass 
as a threat to make the ground game more effective. The 

Dolphins rushed for a then-NFL record 2,960 yards.

PAUL WARFIELD
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Dave Wilcox played collegiate football at Boise Junior 
College before transferring to Oregon for his final 
two campaigns. At Boise he earned junior college All-
America honors. A guard on offense and an end on 
defense, Wilcox played in the Hula Bowl, Coaches’ All-
America Bowl, and the College All-Star game.

In 1964, he became the first defensive lineman in Hula 
Bowl history to earn outstanding lineman honors. In 
1964, both the Houston Oilers of the young American 
Football League and the San Francisco 49ers of the 
National Football League sought to sign the Oregon star. 
The Oilers drafted him in the 6th round (46th player 
overall) of the AFL draft, while the 49ers tapped him in 
the 3rd round (29th player overall) of the NFL draft.

The 6-3, 241-pound Wilcox opted to sign with the 
more established 49ers where he went on to star 
for 11 seasons. Converted to the outside linebacker 
position, Wilcox quickly established himself as one 
of the league’s finest. Nicknamed “The Intimidator,” 
he was ideally suited for the position, both mentally 
and physically. Known for his ability to disrupt plays, 
he was particularly tough on tight ends. He simply 
didn’t let anybody off the line of scrimmage whether 
to block or get into a pass route. Always prepared, 
Wilcox was a true student of the game and worked to 
be “fundamentally correct.”

He thrived on action and wanted it all directed his way. 
“What I do best,” Wilcox once stated, “is not let people 
block me. I just hate to be blocked.” Hall of Fame 
linebacker Joe Schmidt was impressed by his strength. 
“He gave us fits,” he remarked. “The lead block had to 
really come out hard to take him out because he was so 
strong.” Aided by his speed and long reach, he was also 
effective in pass coverage and managed to intercept 14 
passes during his career.

Following each season, San Francisco would rate their 
players based upon their performance. The typical 
score for a linebacker was 750. Wilcox’s score in 1973 
was 1,306. That season the veteran linebacker recorded 
104 solo tackles, four forced fumbles, and tackled 
opposing ball carriers for a loss 13 times. Durable, 
Wilcox missed only one game during his career due to 
injury. Five times he was named All-NFL (1967,1970, 
1971, 1972, 1973) and three times All-NFC (1971, 1972, 
1973). He was also selected to play in seven Pro Bowls.

DAVE WILCOX

PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME CAPTAIN



©
 J

o
a

n
n

 D
o

st
 



Dick Anderson played safety for the University 
of Colorado and was named All-American in his 
senior season, setting a school record with 14 career 
interceptions. He was selected by Miami in the third 
round of the 1968 National Football League Draft. 
Dick played his entire career as a strong safety for the 
Dolphins, retiring after the 1977 season.

In his ten NFL seasons, Anderson recorded 34 
interceptions, which he returned for 792 yards and 3 
touchdowns. He also recovered 15 fumbles, returning 
them for 100 yards and a touchdown. On special 
teams, he gained 430 yards returning kickoffs and 
punted the ball 9 times for 335 yards. He was one of 
16 players in the history of the NFL to intercept four 
passes in one game.

In 1968, Anderson was named the AFL league 
defensive rookie of the year. Dick played in Super Bowl 
VI, VII & VIII, winning two of those games. He was 
named All-Pro three years in a row playing in the Pro 
Bowl from 1972 to 1974 and was named Defensive 
Player of the Year in 1973. During the ’72 season 
Anderson was on of the leaders of the Dolphins well 
known No Name Defense. Dick also served from1975 
until he retired in 1977 as the President of the National 
Football League Players Association.

In 1993, Anderson was enshrined in the College 
Football Hall of Fame, in 2006 he was inducted into 
the Miami Dolphins’ Honor Roll and the Florida 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2012.  Dick was elected to 
the Florida State Senate in 1978 following his career 
with the Dolphins.  He is currently President of the 
Anderson Insurance Group and active on several Non-
Profit Boards in Miami.

DICK ANDERSON
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Jim Burt is a former American football player who 
played for the New York Giants and San Francisco 
49ers in the National Football League (NFL). Burt 
played nose tackle for the Giants team that won Super 
Bowl XXI and the 49ers team that won Super Bowl 
XXIV.

Burt attended the University of Miami, where he started 
on the football field for the Hurricanes and was inducted 
into the University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame.

Burt joined the Giants as an undrafted free agent in 
1981. He made the Pro Bowl in 1986 and finished 
his career with his 20 quarterback sacks. Burt was 
respected throughout the league for his toughness and 
determination, which resulted in him going from being 
an undrafted rookie free agent to a Pro Bowler. He is also 
known for knocking out 49ers quarterback Joe Montana 
on a pass in the 1986 Divisional Playoff game. Montana’s 
pass was picked off and returned for a touchdown by 
Giants linebacker Lawrence Taylor. The Giants won, 49-
3, on their way to winning Super Bowl XXI.

Although many people often credit Harry Carson and 
Lawrence Taylor with inventing the “Gatorade Shower” 
on coaches following wins, Burt actually created it 
in 1985. As Carson stated in his 1987 book, “Point 
of Attack: The Defense Strikes Back”, head coach 
Bill Parcells was especially hard on Burt in practice. 
Parcells often made Burt raise a 50 lb. dumbbell 
repeatedly off the ground in practice to simulate raising 
his arm powerfully out of his stance at the snap of the 
ball. Burt exacted revenge on Parcells after a win in 
1985 by dousing him with a cooler of Gatorade. This 
has since become a tradition in football analogous to 
the champagne showers teams make in their locker 
rooms after winning a championship.

Burt battled back problems with the New York Giants 
which ultimately caused Parcells to announce his 

retirement in 1988. Burt, however, was not ready to 
retire and instead joined the San Francisco 49ers for 
the 1989 season. He won his second Super Bowl with 
the team when they defeated the Denver Broncos in 
Super Bowl XXIV.

During the 2006 season Burt travelled to Dallas to give 
moral support to his former tormentor Parcells, who 
was then head coach of the Dallas Cowboys. He also 
delivered a pre-game speech and stood on the sidelines 
exulting Dallas’ defensive players.

JAMES BURT
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Joe Cooper began his athletic career on the athletic 
fields of Central California. A multi-sport athlete, he 
excelled in football, baseball, soccer and track. From 
competing in the Junior Olympics to being offered 
collegiate baseball scholarships and a professional 
soccer contract at the age of 14 with the Bristol Rovers, 
Joe chose football as his athletic path.

Receiving accolades in all sports through high school, 
he was named to the California All State Football Team 
in 1977. Spurning offers from Alabama, Notre Dame, 
Washington, Michigan State, Texas A&M and a host 
of other schools, Joe chose to attend the University 
of California on a football scholarship. While at Cal, 
he was a four year starter, All West Coast and PAC 10 
selection. He left Cal as a number two leading scorer in 
Cal Football history and in the top ten of many other 
Cal Football records.

Signed by the San Diego Charges in 1984, Joe landed 
a roster spot with the Houston Oilers that year. 
During his rookie season, he kicked 11 of 13 field 
goals, leading the AFC in field goal percentage as a 
rookie. It was Joe’s winning 44 yard field goal with 30 
seconds remaining against the Kansas City Chiefs in 
December 1984, that broke an NFL record of futility 
for the Houston Oilers; the longest road losing streak 
in NFL history. That kick, coupled with an overtime 
field goal against arch rival Pittsburgh Steelers and a 
game winner against the New York Jets, helped to turn 
around the Houston Oilers in the post Earl Campbell 
era. Joe finished his professional career in 1986 as a 
member of the New York Giants.

During his NFL career, Joe attended law school 
and has been a practicing attorney in California 

since the 1980’s. He is a member of the prestigious 
American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA), which 
recognizes trial attorneys throughout the country who 
demonstrate the highest moral character and legal 
aptitude. Joe and his wife, Lisa, are the managing 
partners of Cooper & Cooper LLP, a full service law 
firm based in Fresno, California.

JOE COOPER
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Claude Crabb was born and raised in Monterey, 
California, where he attended Monterey High School. 
He was considered to be maybe the best all round 
athlete ever to play in the Monterey Peninsula. He 
was an all-American Quarterback in Football and 
was highly recognized for his Track and Basketball 
accomplishments. He was chosen to play in the Annual 
1958 Shriner’s North-South High School All-Star 
Game. He was the first professional football player out 
of Monterey County.

Claude began his college career at Monterey Peninsula 
College where in 1958 they tied for the conference 
championship. He was awarded All American Honors 
as a quarterback and was inducted into the Monterey 
Peninsula Hall of Fame in 1993. Claude chose the 
University of Colorado to continue his football and college 
career. In 1961 Colorado won the Big Twelve Conference 
Championship taking them to the Orange Bowl. As a 
defensive back he received all Big Eight Honors.

He was chosen in the future draft by the Washington 
Redskins in 1962 as a defensive back. His first year 
he made six interceptions and was named to the NFL 
defensive All-Rookie team. In 1964 along with Norm 
Snead he was traded to the Philadelphia Eagles for 
Sonny Jurgensen and Jimmy Carr. In 1966 he was 
traded to the Los Angeles Rams. The Rams became the 
Western Division Champions in 1967 and lost in the 
playoffs to the Green Bay Packers. Claude retired from 
the NFL after the 1968 season.

While playing for the Los Angeles Rams he met his 
wife, Kay. They have two married daughters and five 
grandchildren. They now reside in the Palm Springs, 
California area where Claude now dedicates a lot of 
time to his favorite sport, GOLF, as well as, continuing 
to be involved in charitable functions. 

CLAUDE CRABB
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Bruce Gossett signed as a free agent punter with the Los 
Angeles Rams in 1964 and was selected for the NFL official 
All Rookie Team of ’64. Playing with LA for 6 years, Gossett 
held the Ram record of 120 field goals, which was a NFL 
record for averaging 20 or more field goals. 

He kicked 4 field goals within a game, repeating this 
feat for 4 different games while with the Rams. In 1966 
Bruce lead the NFL for scoring and was selected twice 
for the Pro-Bowl in 1966 and 1969. In 1970, Bruce was 
traded to the San Francisco 49ers where he kicked 99 
field goals during his 5 years tenure.

While in the NFL, Bruce played in 6 championship 
games, 3 with the L.A. Rams and 3 with the San 
Francisco 49ers. He held the S.F. 49er record of 5 field 
goals in one game. He was, at the time, the only field 
goal kicker to average over 20 field goals per year for 
a career with a 11 year scoring record of: 374 extra 
points, 219 field goals, and 1031 total points.

Bruce produced the “Bruce Gossett Celebrity Golf 
Tournament” for 14 years, which benefited the March of 
Dimes and other local charities. He raised over 1.3 million 
dollars for the March of Dimes and was humbled when a 
grant from the national charity was named in his honor.

BRUCE GOSSETT
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attitude. These special individuals have also risen 
above their circumstances and used their energies to 
benefit others. A “Pay It Forward” challenge to all of 
us to raise awareness and money for various charities 
around the world.

Kenny Greene was a small town kid who was given a 
chance to play football at Washington State University 
under legendary college coach, Jim Sweeney. Living up 
to the promise Coach Sweeney had seen in this skinny 
kid from Omak Washington, Greene lead the Pac 8 
conference in interceptions as a Junior. By his senior 
year, Ken was named All Pac 8 Corner, Defensive MVP 
of WSU and First Team All-American. He was later 
named to the All-Century Team at WSU. Ken Greene 
graduated from Washington State University in 1978 
with a Bachelor of Science degree, Minor in Psychology 
with continuing education towards a Masters in 
Business Administration.

Drafted in the first round by the St. Louis Cardinals 
in 1978 – 19th Pick Overall, Greene was named their 
Rookie of the Year and made several All Rookie 
Teams. Leading tackler for three of the five years as a 
Cardinal, having his best year in 1981 with 144 tackles, 
7 interceptions and 16 pass break ups. 
Greene then went on to finish his 7 year NFL career 
with the San Diego Chargers. 

Leaving the playing to the younger generation, Greene 
went on to coach Division 1 Football for 13 years 
with Fresno State University, Purdue University and 
Washington State University. His knowledge of the 
game and ability to teach his players to compete at 
the highest level was demonstrated by the continuous 
stream of prodigies into the NFL, 16 at last count.

Along with his wife Tina, the Greene’s finished 2nd on 
CBS Emmy Winner “The Amazing Race 13”, and are 
currently producing their own show called “Adventures 
With Vision”— a travel/adventure show that spotlights 
young people who have overcome difficult challenges in 
their life, such as cancer, while maintaining a positive 

KENNY GREENE
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In 1976, Hart the Whizzer White Award from the 
NFL Players Association signifying the NFL’s top 
humanitarian and in 1980 he was given the YMCA 
Brian Piccolo Award as the most civic-minded athlete 
in professional sports.

Jim Hart began his football career playing quarterback 
at Niles West High School in Skokie, Illinois. From 
there went on to be a record-setting passer at Southern 
Illinois-Carbondale. Signed as a free agent in 1966 by 
the St. Louis Cardinals, Hart earned a roster spot as a 
reserve Quarterback. In 1967 he became a starter four 
days before the season’s opening game. 

Hart’s 18 seasons with the Cardinals was the second-longest 
stint for one player with an NFL team, trailing behind Jim 
Marshall’s 19 seasons with the Vikings. Jim ranks third 
all-time in the NFL in three passing categories: most passes 
completed, 2,593 (behind Tarkenton & Unitas); most 
passes attempted, 5,076 (behind Tarkenton & Unitas); and 
behind the same two quarterbacks in the most yards gained, 
34,665. His 209 touchdown passes ranked ninth all-time 
on the all-time list.

During Hart’s 18 year career with the Cardinals from 
1966 through 1983 he guided the Cardinals to three 
straight 10+ win seasons from 1974 – 1976, including 
back to back division crowns in 1974 and 1975. This 
brought him All-Pro honors with him playing four 
times in the Pro Bowl from 1974 – 1976. 

Voted NFC Player of the Year in 1974 when he threw his 
career-high 20 touchdown passes to lead the Cardinals to 
its first divisional championship, Hart was also selected 
as the team’s MVP that year as he was in 1973 and 1975. 
In 1978, Hart set club records for both completions 
(240) and attempts (477) in one season. On September 
16, 1979 Hart completed his 2,000th pass.

After his 18-year career with the Cardinals, and at the 
bequest of his old friend Coach Gibbs, Hart played one 
season in 1984 with the Washington Redskins.  Playing 
behind the infamous Joe Theismann as a back-up 
Quarterback, Hart filled the slot for his final year in the NFL. 

JIM HART
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Brian Kelley began the long road to a professional 
football career at the age of eight as a Pop Warner 
player in Lancaster, Texas. He went on to attend 
California Lutheran College, where in 1971, was named 
the team’s MVP while leading it to the NAIA National 
Championship. During this time Kelley also began his 
rugby career, and would later lead the Santa Monica 
Rugby Club to a national championship in 1979.
 
In 1973, Kelley was selected as a Kodak College All-
American, and was drafted into the National Football 
League, picked by the New York Giants. As a rookie, he 
played outside linebacker and remained the starter for 
his 11 years with the team.
 
In 1976, he was named defensive captain and led the 
team in tackles through 1980. In 1977, he was voted 
the team’s most valuable player and by 1981 had helped 
the Giants to their first play-off appearance in 18 years. 
That  year he made 186 tackles and three interceptions. 
A recipient of the 1982 B’nai B’rith award for football 
player of the year, Kelley was also presented with the 
Meadowlands Chamber of Commerce Outstanding 
Athlete of the Year Award in 1983.
 
Since retiring from the Giants in 1984, Brian went 
into the financial industry and worked for the firms 
Prudential and Wachovia Securities as a financial 
advisor. Recently Brian has left Wall Street and 
ventured into the hedge fund industry working with 
Verity Advisors in sales and marketing.
 
Brian was recently elected into the College Football 
Hall of Fame in July of 2010. He was the first ever for 
California Lutheran University.
 

BRIAN KELLEY
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Fred “Curly” Morrison was an Ohio State Varsity “O” 
football player in 1946, 7, 8 and ’49. He was selected 
the 1950 Rose Bowl MPV during the first televised 
Rose Bowl between Ohio State win over University 
of California, 17– 4. Curly was inducted into the Rose 
Bowl Hall of Fame in 1993 and in the Ohio State 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2010.

As a sophomore at Ohio State, he was an end and led 
the Buckeyes in receptions, with a total of 113 yards. 
In his junior year he moved to fullback when starter 
Joe Whistler was injured in the first game of the 1948 
season. When Whistler returned, Morrison continued 
at fullback as a backup, eventually taking over the 
position as a senior and led the Buckeyes in scoring, 
with nine touchdowns. 

His best rushing game as a college student was against 
the University of Southern California, in Los Angeles, 
on October 8, 1949 when he rushed for 134 yards. 
Later that season he returned to California for the 1950 
Rose Bowl game against the University of California. In 
that game Morrison rushed for 119 yards, and garnered 
him the MVP award.

A first round choice for the Chicago Bears, Curly was 
the 10th pick in the 1950 NFL Draft. He was with the 
Bears for four years, leading the team in rushing two of 
those years and the top punter for two years in the NFL.

Traded to the Cleveland Browns Curly spent three more 
years in the NFL, including being a part of the Browns 
two World Championship teams in 1954 and 1955. 
During his ’55 season he lead the Browns in rushing, 
was third in the league in total yards gained, had an 
average per carry of 5.3 yards and played in the Pro 
Bowl. After seven seasons Curly retired in 1956.

Following his NFL career, Morrison stayed active in 
football. In 1958 he was the first former NFL player 
to be hired by a network, CBS, as a play-by-play color 
commentator.

Along with his wife Sophie they founded the Legends 
Invitational at Pebble Beach in 1991, overseeing its 
successful nineteen-year run until selling it to John 
Lee. This year the tournament celebrates its 24th year.

FRED “CURLY ” MORRISON

NFL CELEBRITY CAPTAIN
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Won four medals at the 2016 Olympic Games - bronze 
in the 50m and 100m free and gold in the 400m 
medley relay and 400m free relay ... Winner of the 50m 
and 100m free at 2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials to 
qualify for his third Olympic Team ... National champ 
in the 50m free at 2015 AT&T Winter Nationals ... Won 
gold in the 400m medley relay and silver in the 50m 
free at the 2015 FINA World Championships... 

At 2014 AT&T Winter Nationals, became the first 
man to win the 50y, 100y and 200y free in a single 
Nationals ... Won gold as part of the 400m medley 
relay team, took silver in the 100m free and bronze in 
the 50m free at 2014 Pan Pacs ... Won the 100m free 
and was second in the 50m free at 2014 Phillips 66 
Nationals to earn a spot on the Pan Pacs roster … 

Won both the 50y and 100y free at the 2013 AT&T 
Winter Nationals... Won bronze in the 100m free and 
silver in the 400 free relay at the 2013 FINA World 
Championships ... Qualified for the 2013 FINA World 
Championships with wins in the 50m and 100m free at 
Phillips 66 Nationals ... 

Brought home three medals from the 2012 Olympic 
Games ... Won gold in both the 100m free and 400m 
medley relay and took silver in the 400m free relay; 
went a best time of 47.52 in the 100m free as well ... 
Qualified for the 2012 Olympic team by finishing first 
in the 100m free ... 

Brought home two medals from the 2011 FINA World 
Championships, including gold in the 4x100m medley 
relay and bronze in the 4x100m free relay; individually, 
placed fourth in the 50m free and sixth in the 100m 
free ... Won the 50m free at the 2011 ConocoPhillips 
National Championships ... Won two gold medals in 
the 50y and 100y Fr at the 2011 NCAA Championships ... 

Won four gold medals at the 2010 MOO Pan Pacific 
Championships … Earned two national titles in 
the 50m and 100m free at the 2010 National 
Championships ...

 Took home two gold medals at the 2009 FINA World 
Championships in the 400m free relay and the 400m 
medley relay (pr) won and set American records in the 
50y and 100y free at the 2009 NCAA Championships .... 

Won gold at the 2008 Olympics by swimming on the 
the 400m free-relay (prelims) ... Qualified for the 
2008 Olympic team by placing forth in the 100m free 
... Won gold and set a meet record in the 100m free 
at the 2008 Short Course World Championships ... 
Member of the 400m free-relay team that broke the 
world record at 2008 Short Course Worlds.

NATHAN ADRIAN

SPORTS GREAT CAPTAIN



Bronze medalist in the 200m free and earned gold in 
the 800m free at the 2016 Olympic Games ... Runner-
up in the 200m and 400m free at 2016 U.S. Olympic 
Team Trials to make his second Olympic Team ... 

National champion in the 200m and 400m free 
at 2015 AT&T Winter Nationals ... Won silver 
in the 800m free relay at the 2015 FINA World 
Championships ... 

Won gold as part of the 800m free relay and finished 
fourth in the 200m free at 2014 Pan Pacs ... Was 
second in the 200m free and fourth in the 100m free 
at 2014 Phillips 66 Nationals to earn a spot on the 
Pan Pacs roster … Also took fourth in the 200m IM ... 
Captured the men’s overall title for the 2013-14 Arena 
Grand Prix Series by winning six events and posting 
six runner-up finishes across the six-event series ... 

Won three events to lead Team USA to a thrilling win 
over the European All-Stars at the 2013 Mutual of 
Omaha Duel in the Pool in Glasgow, Scotland ... Won 
silver in the 200m free, gold in the 800m free relay 
and silver in the 400m free relay (prelims) at the 
2013 FINA World Championships ... Qualified for the 
2013 FINA World Championships with second-place 
finishes in the 200m free and 200m IM at Phillips 66 
Nationals ... 

Took home gold in the 800m free relay at the 2012 
Olympic Games ... Qualified for the 2012 Olympic 
Team by finishing second in the 400m free and fourth 
in the 200m free ... 

Won the 200m IM and finished second in the 
400m IM at the 2011 ConocoPhillips National 
Championships ... Earned bronze in the 200m free at 
the 2007 Speedo Junior Nationals

CONOR DWYER
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We are greatly appreciative of our Title Sponsor IZOD 
for their continued support on our behalf.

 
We are also greatful to our returning sponsors Titanium Fabrication, 

and Jack Daniels; Celebrity Captains and participants in this year’s 
26th Legends Invitational. Without all of your support we would 
not be able to contribute to The National Navy SEAL Museum and 

the Boys & Girls Clubs of Monterey County.
 

A special thanks goes out to David Herro and AJA International 
for their generous contributions to make our Annual 

Legends Invitational an exceptional event. 

WHITAKER-TOWNSEND
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us navy seal launch & recovery 
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Mr. Gary Wendt and Deerpath Capital Management
are proud to support the 2016 Legends Invitational.
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Mr. Gary Wendt and the Deerpath Capital Management team 
are proud to support The National Navy SEAL Museum and Memorial.
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To get a copy of our Real Estate Guide 

and learn more about this private club 

community, call 305.367.6600 today 

or visit OceanReefClubLiving.com

At the northernmost tip of Key Largo, Florida lies Ocean Reef. A private club community that is more than a club, it’s 
family; a family that holds tradition, privacy and belonging at its core. Ocean Reef Club Real Estate Company offers 
many options to fi nd the perfect property for your lifestyle. From slips to estates, each property comes with the security 
of knowing you and your family can enjoy this unique way of life.

many possi� litiesmany possi� litiesONE CLUB

Price and availability subject to change. Offer not valid in some states. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Magnificent custom home built with fine 

craftsmanship, exquisite fine furnishings 

and attention to detail throughout. 

Featuring spectacular water views and 

more than 100 feet on the Atlantic Ocean, 

you may never want to leave home.

Offered at $15,500,000

Contact Mary Lee, Sales Associate

305.367.2200

MaryLee@OceanReef.com

14 Sunrise Cay Drive (1033)
6 Bedrooms, 5 Full & 2 Half Baths

FEATURED PROPERTY

NEW HOMES • VILLAS • CONDOMINIUMS • MARINA DOCKS • VILLA & HOME RENTALS

ORC42371 LegendsInvAd-DblTruck.indd   All Pages 9/30/16   2:06 PM
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PURE was designed from the ground up to specialize in 
insuring the most responsible owners of the fi nest built 

homes. We distinguish ourselves by offering what is widely 
known as the best service experience in the industry – 

allowing the membership to enjoy their success and to feel 
smarter, safer and more resilient along the way.

PURE IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF
THE LEGENDS INVITATIONAL

GOLF TOURNAMENT.

HIGH VALUE HOMEOWNERS   |    AUTOMOBILE   |    JEWELRY, ART AND COLLECTIONS   |    WATERCRAFT   |    PERSONAL EXCESS LIABILITY
PURE® refers to Pr iv i lege Underwr i ters Reciprocal  Exchange, a F lor ida-domic i led rec iprocal  insurer  & member of  PURE Group of  Insurance Companies.  PURE Risk Management,  LLC, a for  prof i t  ent i ty,  (PRM) serves as PURE’s Attorney- In-Fact for  a fee.  PURE membership requires Subscr iber’s 
Agreement.  Coverage is  subject  to insurance pol ic ies issued & may not be avai lable in a l l  jur isd ict ions.  V is i t  pure insurance.com for  deta i ls .  Trademarks are property of  PRM & used with permiss ion.  ©2016 PURE. PURE HNW Insurance Serv ices,  CA L ic.  0 I78980.

To learn more, visit pureinsurance.com 
or call 888-814-PURE.

pureinsurancechampionship.com
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www.ajaint.com | 781-545-7365 | topgun@ajaint.com

TEL (781) 545-7365   FAX (781) 545-4105
topgun@ajaint.com   /  www.ajaint.com

AJA  INTERNATIONAL, Inc.
P.O. Box 246, 809 Country Way, N. Scituate, MA 02060 USA

AJA INTERNATIONAL, Inc.
THE #1 CHOICE IN THIN FILM DEPOSITION EQUIPMENT WORLDWIDE

More than just a high tech equipment manufacturer!

The 8th Annual Chris Sawyer Memorial Golf Tournament

AJA International is proud to support the 
26th Annual Legends Invitational and the Navy Seal Museum



Nearly 50 years ago we began as farmers, growing specialty Arabica 
co ees with our hands and our hearts. As our business has evolved 
and grown over the years, we have learned that satisfying our 
customers comes from hard work, good service and providing the 
highest quality products available. As the world’s leading producer, we 
have helped them increase their overall co ee category pro� tability 
and build a loyal customer base.

Learn more at DLCoff ee.com or call us at 800.758.4437

Entrust your brand with 
Distant Lands Co ee, the leading 
specialty co ee producer since 1968

, growing specialty Arabica 
co ees with our hands and our hearts. As our business has evolved 

highest quality products available. As the world’s leading producer, we 
have helped them increase their overall co ee category pro� tability 

Distant Lands Co ee, the leading 
specialty co ee producer since 1968



W W W . M A R K C H R I S T O P H E R . C O M

2131 Convention Center Way, Ontario, CA   909-390-2900

Family Owned & Operated Since 1975

Conveniently located at Vineyard Ave & I-10 in Ontario

   VOLUME DEALER
IN CALIFORNIA
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SALES   LEASING
SERVICE   PARTS..

Your Home Town 
Chevy Dealer

Nearly 50 years ago we began as farmers, growing specialty Arabica 
co ees with our hands and our hearts. As our business has evolved 
and grown over the years, we have learned that satisfying our 
customers comes from hard work, good service and providing the 
highest quality products available. As the world’s leading producer, we 
have helped them increase their overall co ee category pro� tability 
and build a loyal customer base.

Learn more at DLCoff ee.com or call us at 800.758.4437

Entrust your brand with 
Distant Lands Co ee, the leading 
specialty co ee producer since 1968

, growing specialty Arabica 
co ees with our hands and our hearts. As our business has evolved 

highest quality products available. As the world’s leading producer, we 
have helped them increase their overall co ee category pro� tability 

Distant Lands Co ee, the leading 
specialty co ee producer since 1968





It’s a passion born from our own history of growing and milling world class coffee. 

Over the years we’ve refined our sourcing practices to match our own strict 

production standards and expectations while staying flexible and responsive 

to the evolving needs of the specialty roaster.

Today we carry coffees that cover the new range. We have consistent, 

reliable, and repeatable staple coffees for blending or single origin use, as 

well as small single farm lots, unique, well-executed processing methods,  

and varietal specific offerings.

Our relentless 
drive for quality 

defines us.

Contact us today to explore our portfolio of unparalleled coffees

Sales@laminita.com       •       802.318.4133       •       www.laminita.com



J A C K  D A N I E L’ S  A N D  O L D  N O.  7  A R E  R E G I S T E R E D  T R A D E M A R K S.  © 2 0 1 6  J A C K  D A N I E L’ S .   W W W . R E S P O N S I B L E D R I N K I N G . E U   J A C K D A N I E L S. C O M

150 YEARS.
AND COUNTING.
W H AT E V E R  Y O U ’ R E  C E L E B R A T I N G ,
C E L E B R AT E  R E S P O N S I B LY.
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